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FADE IN:

A frigate bird soars high above the ocean, then banks toward
emerald spires that tower over a remote coastline on the island
of Kauai.

The lush mountain peaks are shrouded in mist, creating a fantasy
image of Paradise. But as the bird descends, we hear...

BULLDOZERS and HEAVY EQUIPMENT.

EXT. CONSTRUCTION SITE - DAY

MANU (40s), Hawaiian, skillfully uses an eight-ton backhoe to
scoop out red dirt from a deep trench. 

He hits something hard. Manu pushes and cajoles the control
levers. The backhoe bucks.

A FOREMAN approaches, wiping sweat off his sunburned face.

FOREMAN
Easy, Manu! 

But it's too late. As Manu pulls back, the shovel takes out a
section of a cave wall. The ground collapses around the trench.

MANU
Auwe! Get away from there!

He jumps off the backhoe, pushes the Foreman back just before
the earth beneath his feet gives way.

MANU
I told you, we need a kahuna to
bless the site first. Madame Pele
is pissed!

FOREMAN
Gimme a break. Your volcano god
didn't do this. We hit a lava tube.

Manu walks over to the edge of the sinkhole. Peers into the
dark tunnel that's been exposed... then something moves.

In the rubble, he glimpses a wild shock of black hair. LUMINOUS
EYES blink at him.

MANU
Hey, boss. Come here!
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As he turns to the Foreman, TINY HANDS grab the injured
creature.

FOREMAN
Uh-huh. Lava tube, like I said. So?

Manu looks down. Nothing there but rocks and mud.

The Foreman leaves. Manu stares into the hole. 

MANU
Jumpin' jellyfish. The legends are
true!

EXT. SCHOOL YARD - DAY

SMALL, DARK-HAIRED CREATURES dart across the screen in a blur. 
A football whizzes over their heads --

KEONI (10) catches the ball and is immediately tackled by BUTCH,
a chunky 12-year-old bully. Keoni hits the ground hard.

KEONI
OW! This is supposed to be two-hand
touch, Butch!

BUTCH
Oh, yeah. I forgot. Sorrrry!

KEONI
I quit.

Keoni limps off, leaving his team short one player.

Watching them is SKYLER THOMPSON, age 11, and his 8-year-old
sister, CINDY. They are clearly not local.

BUTCH
Hey, you -- haole boy! Wanna play?

The boys size up Skyler. He's small for his age and has big
ears that stick out. A kid who doesn't quite fit in.

SKYLER
I, um... I'm not allowed to play
tackle football.

BUTCH
No tackle, brah. Promise!

He crosses his fingers behind his back. His buddies laugh. 
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CINDY
Mom said to come straight home,
Skyler!

BUTCH
(teasing)

So you gotta go home to mommy,
Skyler?

Skyler jogs toward them, eager to prove himself. 

SKYLER
Whose team am I on?

KANOA waves him over. Skyler joins the huddle. 

KANOA
Let's see what kine game you got. I
want you to go long. On two.

They break the huddle. Butch lines up across from Skyler.

KANOA
Hut-hut!

He takes the snap, drops back. Throws the ball deep. Skyler
sprints down the field. Looks over his shoulder --

WHAM! Butch slams into him and intercepts the pass.

SKYLER
No fair. You pushed me!

Butch laughs as he runs with the ball. Skyler catches up with
him and jumps on his back. 

Butch twirls around, trying to shake off the scrappy kid.

BUTCH
Ugh! Let go -- you're choking me!

He flings Skyler to the ground. Skyler lies motionless.

Cindy GASPS. Her brother slowly gets up, glaring at Butch.

SKYLER
Cheater.

Butch draws back his fist...

KANOA
Butch, you gonna get in big trouble
if you bust him up!
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BUTCH
(to Skyler)

Get lost, you little twerp. 

Skyler winces as he and Cindy leave. The boys laugh at them.

BUTCH
Did you see his ears? Man, is he a
goofy looking dude! 

(to Skyler)
Go back to the mainland where you
belong, haole boy.

EXT. LOW-RENT APARTMENT COMPLEX - DAY

ANN THOMPSON, fair complexion, mid-30s, gets out of her car
with a bag of groceries. She pauses to breathe in the scent of
plumeria and hibiscus flowers. The building is rundown, but it
has a million-dollar view of the valley.

INT. CRAMPED TWO-BEDROOM APARTMENT - CONTINUOUS

Ann sets the grocery bag on the kitchen counter. Skyler slouches
on the couch, watching TV.

ANN
Hi, honey! Where's Cindy?

SKYLER
In her room, I guess. 

(frowns)
I mean, our room.

ANN
Skyler, I'm sorry. But until we can
afford a bigger place, you're just
gonna have to share.

SKYLER
We didn't have to before.

ANN
Living in Hawaii is more expensive
than the mainland. And it's gonna
take awhile for my business to get
established here.

SKYLER
You would'a done better on Oahu. 
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ANN
I chose Kauai because it's more
like the old Hawaii. It's special.

(looks out window)
Why don't you go play with the other
kids? You could go swimming, surf --

SKYLER
The locals don't like us "haoles." 

(turns up TV volume)
Ask Cindy if you don't believe me. 

Cindy skips into the room holding a book. 

CINDY
Ask me what?

ANN
Nothing, sweetheart.

(hugs her)
Whatcha reading?

CINDY
It's about real dwarfs and trolls
that lived a long, long time ago!

SKYLER
They're not real, you Frodo dodo.

ANN
Don't speak to your sister that
way!

Skyler slumps deeper into the couch, switches TV channels.

ANN
I wish YOU would read more. How
about those books about that wizard
boy?

SKYLER
He's a twit. You have to be a moron
to buy into that magic crap.

His mother takes the remote from him, presses the OFF button.

ANN
Since you don't want to do anything
except mope around, I might as well
put you to work. 



6.

INT. PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO, SHOPPING MALL - LATER

Seated is Manu, in a Santa costume; LEILANI (as Mrs. Santa);
and their 5-year-old TWIN GIRLS, who are made up as elves.

ANN
(adjusts lights)

Okay, we're ready for Rudolph.

Skyler tugs on the leash of a SLEEPY MUTT that is fitted with
fake reindeer horns and a plastic red nose. 

SKYLER
Come on, Duke. 

Duke refuses to budge. Cindy pets the dog's head.

CINDY
He thinks he's a reindeer. You gotta
call him Rudolph!

SKYLER
That's stupid. He doesn't even know
what a deer looks like. There aren't
any in Hawaii.

MANU
Actually, there are deer that live
in the valley. Wild boars too. And
giant lizards.

SKYLER
Giant lizards? How big?

MANU
Plenty big! Fifteen, twenty feet --

LEILANI
Manu, don't be telling him stories.
He's too old for that.

MANU
Never too old for that kine stuff! 

He WHISTLES at Duke. The dog takes a couple of steps. Stops
and squats. Manu's wife is mortified.

ANN
(to Skyler)

Get the pooper-scooper, dear.

Skyler stares accusingly at Duke as he grabs the pooper-scooper. 
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The dog trots over to the family with what appears to be a
smile on his furry face. The twin elves giggle uncontrollably.

MANU
Girls, knock it off.

(to Ann)
I'll clean it up.

ANN
No, that's okay. Let Skyler earn
his allowance for a change.

She picks up her new DIGITAL CAMERA. Zooms in on Manu's family.

DISSOLVE TO:

PHOTOGRAPHS ON COMPUTER SCREEN

Shots of Manu's family appear between clicks of Ann's mouse.

ANN'S VOICE
The nice thing about digital is you
see what you got right away. If
they don't come out exactly like
you want, we can delete them and
start over.

Manu and Leilani are seated next to Ann. Skyler holds the dog's
leash, while Cindy and the twins play in background.

MANU
No need. These real good! 

ANN
Thanks... er, mahalo.

(picks up CAMERA)
This baby cost me a bundle, but it
was worth it.

MANU
I'll say. This gonna be the best
Christmas card we ever sent out!

ANN
You really get into the spirit,
huh?

LEILANI
Does he ever. You should see our
house. Heck, got so much lights,
planes can see it from Honolulu.

Skyler rolls his eyes. Manu smiles back.
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MANU
So I go a little overboard. But
it's a magical time, yeah? People
change. It's like they got more
aloha to give for a little while.

Duke pokes Skyler with his fake antlers. Looks up at him. 

SKYLER
I better take him out before he has
another accident.

(removes antlers)
We don't want other dogs laughing
at you and calling you names, do
we?

He gently pulls off the red nose, pats Duke's head. 

INT. MALL - LATER

CHRISTMAS MUSIC plays as Skyler returns with the dog, walking
past stores selling the latest must-have stuff for kids. 

SKYLER
You know what I want for Christmas,
Duke? I want things to be like they
were before... I miss my dad.

WOOF-WOOF! Duke yanks him toward the entrance of his mom's
studio, where Ann and Manu's family are standing.

MANU
There they are! I was about to go
look for you two.

Skyler hands Duke's leash to him. Leilani gives Ann a hug.

LEILANI
We gonna tell all our friends and
ohana about you, Annie-girl!

ANN
(to Manu)

Think the guys you work with might
be interested?

MANU
Uh, maybe. You could stop there and
hand out flyers or something. 
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LEILANI
Better you not talk about Manu.
They think he's a little... lolo. 

She makes the universal crazy-in-the-head gesture. 

ANN
Why? 

MANU
Cuz of what I saw in the lava tube. 

LEILANI
Shush, Manu. You gonna be in hot
water if your boss finds out you
been talking about it!

Manu fidgets, flustered by the gag order.

SKYLER
So what did you see?

MANU
It was, um... nothing. 

EXT. CONSTRUCTION SITE - NIGHT

Idle bulldozers and cranes resemble dinosaur skeletons in a
darkened museum. No one around -- or so it seems.

LEAVES RUSTLE in the bushes near the hillside. POINTY EARS
twitch in response to LOUD ENGINE NOISE coming from...

EXT. PARKING LOT, HOKULANI HOTEL - NIGHT

A two-seater helicopter lands near the entrance. Out steps the
lone pilot, TRENT CRAUGHWELL (40s). The handsome Englishman
checks email while speaking into his BlackBerry.

CRAUGHWELL
I know why our Waikiki luau show is
losing money. It's too... Hawaiian.
All that dreary chanting and hula
stuff has to go. Think Vegas, Cirque
du Soleil type acts! People want
fantasy when they go on vacation,
not boring history lessons. 

In the guard shack, a huge Hawaiian man, ISRAEL (40s), snaps
to attention. Sucks in his big belly and salutes.
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ISRAEL
Welcome back, Mr. Craughwell.

The high-flying executive doesn't break stride. He continues
past a fake waterfall and enters the posh six-story hotel.

Israel exhales, letting his belly relax. Hears a THUD. 

The guard shines his flashlight on a fallen coconut under a
tall palm tree. As he flicks the light off, we see --

PALM FRONDS SHAKING, right next to the open lanai of the top
floor. The penthouse suites.

INT. BEDROOM, PENTHOUSE - NIGHT

Craughwell removes his ear plugs. Sniffs.

CRAUGHWELL
What the... something's burning!

INT. PENTHOUSE - CONTINUOUS

Craughwell hurries into the kitchen. A high-tech coffee maker
spews steaming hot brew directly onto the warmer plate, where
the coffee pot should be.

His cell phone and PDA pop out of the TOASTER slots, burnt to
a crisp. And something yucky has exploded in the microwave.

He picks up the hotel room phone, presses the red button.

CRAUGHWELL
Get me the head of Security. We
have a situation.

INT. MEETING ROOM - DAY

Wearing a suit and tie, Craughwell addresses the employees.

CRAUGHWELL
Not only was my suite broken into,
but other guests reported that
valuables were stolen from their
rooms while they slept last night.

In the back row, Israel leans forward as if trying to hide
behind the much smaller person seated in front of him.
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CRAUGHWELL
Security was lax, to say the least.
But the evidence suggests this was
an inside job.

An old Hawaiian woman next to Israel raises her hand. She is
HAUNANI, a feisty hotel maid -- who is also Israel's mom.

HAUNANI
You saying one of us did it?

CRAUGHWELL
There were no signs of forced entry,
so it stands to reason the burglars
had access to room keys.

The hotel workers suspiciously eye one another.

CRAUGHWELL
Unless someone comes forward to
confess or provide leads as to who
the culprits are, I'll have no choice
but to take corrective action. I
will start by terminating any
employee who was on duty that night.

Haunani squeezes Israel's hand hard. Stands.

HAUNANI
Mr. Craughwell, I think you barking
up the wrong tree. None of us would
steal from the guests!

CRAUGHWELL
Then who was it?

HAUNANI
(hesitates)

The menehune. 

Israel hides his face in his hands. The locals whisper back
and forth, some nodding, some smirking at Haunani.

INT. KITCHEN, ANN'S APARTMENT - MORNING

Skyler pours "Lucky Charms" into a bowl. He has on an over-
sized shirt, baggy pants and heavy work boots. 

CINDY
(slurps cereal)

You're gonna be sweating in those
clothes.
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SKYLER
Mind your own beeswax.

He pours milk over the magically delicious cereal, digs in.

ANN
Don't the other kids wear shorts
and flip-flops to school?

SKYLER
Slippers. They don't call 'em flip-
flops. 

ANN
So why don't you wear slippers?
When in Rome --

SKYLER
I don't care what the other kids
wear or do, okay? Slippers suck. 

CINDY
Mom, he said sucks. You told us not
to say that. Does that mean he won't
get anything for Christmas?

ANN
(takes a deep breath)

Guys, I'm not sure Santa can bring
you much this year. The new camera
cost me more than I expected.

SKYLER
Great. Suppose that means we're not
gonna get the computer I wanted. 

Ann bites her lip, shakes her head no.

SKYLER
What about that video game player?
It's only a couple hundred bucks.

ANN
Only? Do you know how many hours it
takes me to earn that much?

She gives him a large envelope containing printed flyers.

ANN
After school, I want you to hand
those out at the construction site.
It's time you started to pitch in
and help more.
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SKYLER
Why should I? You only care about
what YOU want, like getting that
fancy camera. Or moving here.

He stuffs the flyers in his backpack, heads for the door.

ANN
Skyler, wait...

He SLAMS the door behind him. 

EXT. SCHOOL GROUNDS - MORNING

Backpack slung over his shoulder, Skyler trudges towards the
school building. Then --

WHOOSH! Three boys zip by on Heelys (sneakers with wheels built
into the heels). It's Butch, Kanoa and Keoni.

BUTCH
Nice boots, brah. Must be hot though.
Don't they make your feet smell?

SKYLER
Only if I put my foot up your butt.

Butch grins at his buddies, circles Skyler.

BUTCH
Stinky Feet one funny dude!

He wraps his arm around Skyler's neck.

SKYLER
Lemme go!

As he struggles to free himself from Butch's headlock, other
KIDS egg the boys on.

KIDS
Fight! Fight! Fight!

TIANA (11), a pretty Hawaiian surfer girl, rides up on her
bike. Skids to a stop and emits an ear-piercing WHISTLE.

TIANA
Leave him alone, Butch.

BUTCH
Why you care about haole-boy? He
ain't one of us.
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TIANA
That doesn't give you the right to
bully him around.

(gets off bike)
You're twice as big as him. You
like beef, try fight two of us, eh?

A collective "WHOA" goes up from the kids.

BUTCH
Stay out of it, Tiana. This between
me and Stinky Feet.

A TEACHER hears the commotion, walks towards them. Butch
releases Skyler, points at him.

BUTCH
Next time you ain't gonna be so
lucky, you little shrimp.

(to Tiana)
Watch your step Tee, or I'll kick
your okole too.

INT. HALLWAY, SCHOOL - DAY

Skyler opens his locker. A few feet away, he sees Tiana standing
next to her locker. She appears despondent.

SKYLER
Thanks for trying to help.

(after a moment)
Is something wrong?

TIANA
My dad and grandma lost their jobs,
so we might have to move. I don't
know what we're gonna do.

(shakes her head)
The stupid hotel owner who fired
Dad and Tutu said they stole things
from the guests. But it's not true!

SKYLER
Does he have any proof they did it?

TIANA
Nope. But when my grandma told Mr.
Craughwell who really took the stuff,
he didn't believe her. 

SKYLER
Why not?



15.

TIANA
She said it was the menehune. The
little people who discovered Hawaii.
They only come out of their hiding
places at night, and cause all kinds
of mischief.

Skyler cannot conceal his skepticism. The bell RINGS. 

TIANA
You don't believe us either.

SKYLER
(closes locker)

I gotta get to class. See you around.

EXT. CONSTRUCTION SITE - DAY

Skyler hands a flyer to a big SAMOAN. It shows babies and pets
dressed in absurdly-cute outfits. 

SAMOAN
My dog hunts wild goats and pigs.
You think he gonna let me dress him
up like that? 

He returns the flyer, looks offscreen at --

A PRIMITIVE PYRAMID

The huge pile of boulders and rocks reaches a height of twenty
feet at the apex. Skyler heads toward the WORKERS gathered
around it, spots Manu.

SKYLER
What happened?

MANU
Someone flipped over a bulldozer
last night.

SKYLER
I don't see any...

Then he glimpses YELLOW METAL, visible between the narrow spaces
in the carefully-placed rocks. 

MANU
The foreman claims it was locals
who don't like Mr. Craughwell.

(lowers his voice)
Me, I say it was the menehune. 
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SKYLER
The little people?

MANU
Uh-huh. Most folks think they're
just fairy tales, like elves. But I
saw one in a lava tube we dug up.

He scratches his chin as a chauffeur-driven LIMO pulls up.

MANU
You better go. This not a good time
to be drumming up business. The Big
Cheese just showed up.

As Skyler leaves, a gust of wind blows away one of the flyers.
He watches it flutter toward the mysterious pyramid.

EXT. BLACK LIMO, CONSTRUCTION SITE - CONTINUOUS

The Foreman holds the car door open for Craughwell. They're
surrounded by beefy workers with bulging biceps. 

CRAUGHWELL
The natives are restless, I see.

FOREMAN
They say this site is cursed and
needs to be blessed by a kahuna
before they can continue working.

CRAUGHWELL
That's absurd. I'll show them who's
in charge. And it's not Madame Pele
or Polynesian munchkins. 

(turns to workers)
Gentlemen, I think you know who's
behind this sabotage...

He points at the entombed bulldozer.

CRAUGHWELL
I had to let some hotel staff go,
and this is their way of getting
even. Well, they've had their little
fun at my expense. But it will cost
you YOUR jobs, if this pile of rocks
isn't cleared immediately.

The workers grumble as they lift the heavy rocks off the
bulldozer. Craughwell turns to the Foreman.
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CRAUGHWELL
When they're done, fire the ones
who were dilly-dallying.

FOREMAN
Yes, sir. There's something else I
have to show you.

CRAUGHWELL
Very well. Lead the way.

He steps on Ann's FLYER. Doesn't see any trash can, so the
meticulous CEO folds it up and sticks it in his pocket.

EXT. RIDGE OVERLOOKING CONSTRUCTION SITE - LATER

Craughwell follows the foreman up an overgrown path. Wipes
sweat off his brow with a monogrammed handkerchief.

CRAUGHWELL
Is this nature hike really necessary?

FOREMAN
Afraid so. A surveyor spotted this...

He crouches, brushes away dirt to reveal STICK FIGURES and
strange symbols carved into the lava rock.

CRAUGHWELL
Petroglyphs?

FOREMAN
If word leaks out --

CRAUGHWELL
Anti-development groups will use
the discovery to stop completion of
Phase Two. Do you realize how much
money I'd lose?

FOREMAN
A lot, I imagine.

CRAUGHWELL
More than "a lot." I'd be ruined!
The sale of this resort is contingent
upon completion of the golf course.
Without that cash, my other projects
are dead in the water. 

He kicks dirt on the petroglyphs to cover them back up.
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FOREMAN
Sir, we need experts to take a look
at them. Destroying archaeological
sites is a serious crime in Hawaii.

CRAUGHWELL
Are you implying I'd do something
illegal? I may have my faults, but
I am not a criminal.

He pulls out ANN'S FLYER from his pocket and unfolds it.

CRAUGHWELL
However, there's no need for us to
draw undue attention by having people
traipsing around up here. I have a
better idea.

INT. KITCHEN, ANN'S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Ann makes spaghetti while her kids do homework at the table.

ANN
Anything interesting happen today?

Skyler almost speaks up. Shrugs as Cindy raises her hand.

CINDY
At lunch, a girl gave me a piece of
her Spam sushi to eat!

ANN
Did you like it?

Cindy wrinkles her nose. Ann laughs, looks at Skyler.

ANN
Good job on the flyers. I already
got a call, in fact.

He continues to give her the silent treatment. She adds a pinch
of salt to the sauce, stirs it.

ANN
Tomorrow, how about we pick up a
Christmas tree.

SKYLER
Thought we couldn't afford it.
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ANN
The person who called was Trent
Craughwell -- the resort developer.
He wants me to shoot photos of the
hotel grounds. Isn't that great?

Skyler appears surprised, but says nothing.

CINDY
He's rich, I bet!

ANN
Very rich. He offered to pay quite
a bit for the pictures. 

(tastes sauce)
Oh, one thing. He wants us to keep
mum about it.

She pantomimes zipping her lips. Cindy copies her. Skyler taps
his pencil on the table, lost in thought.

INT. SCHOOL LIBRARY - DAY

HEADSET plugged in, Skyler sits at a computer, surfing the
internet. He clicks on a MAP that shows the Pacific Ocean. 

A blinking OUTRIGGER ICON follows a dotted route all the way
across the screen, from the Marquesas Islands to Hawaii.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Archaeological evidence suggests
the first Polynesians to reach
Hawaii, came from the Marquesas.
According to legend, they were short
in stature but were skilled stone
cutters, who built temples, canals
and fishponds that can still be
seen on Kauai.

He clicks another link: SCIENTISTS FIND BONES OF HOBBIT TRIBE
IN INDONESIA. An illustration depicts pygmy-like aborigines.

A SMALL HAND touches his shoulder, startling Skyler.

TIANA
Whatcha studying?

She glances at an open book next to the computer. The chapter
title reads, LEGENDS OF THE MENEHUNE.

SKYLER
Um, nothing. 
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TIANA
Looks like something to me.

He closes the book. Removes the headset, glances around.

SKYLER
Did you hear what happened at the
construction site?

TIANA
Uh-huh. I can't believe Craughwell
fired some of those guys too.  

SKYLER
He did? Was Manu one of them?

TIANA
Yeah. How do you know him?

SKYLER
My mom took pictures of his family.
He was dressed up like Santa, even
though it was eighty degrees outside!
Dumb, huh?

TIANA
Every Christmas, no matter how hot
it is, Manu puts on that suit and
hands out gifts to kids who don't
got much. I don't think it's dumb.

Skyler seems a little ashamed of himself for his remark.

SKYLER
I guess he's not so crazy...

(looks at computer)
I still don't understand how the
menehune could flip a bulldozer, or
sneak into hotel rooms without anyone
seeing them.

TIANA
Computers and books cannot tell you
everything. Come with me.

He sits there for a second, then logs off the computer.

EXT. RIDGE, CONSTRUCTION SITE - DAY

Wearing yellow safety helmets, Craughwell and Ann hike up the
trail. She stops and watches a bulldozer level a palm tree.
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ANN
What a shame. Can't you move the
trees instead?

CRAUGHWELL
Liability issues, unfortunately...

(knocks on helmet)
Falling coconuts are dangerous to
guests, so we replace them with
artificial palm trees now. They
also require less maintenance.

Ann frowns, takes a photo of the spectacular coastline.

CRAUGHWELL
Magnificent, isn't it?

(poses with arms akimbo)
There's something about Kauai's
grandeur that inspires me to build!

ANN
This is pretty much it though, right?

CRAUGHWELL
Not quite. Next to the golf course
will be a gated community. Homes
start at one million dollars.

ANN
Geez. If prices keep going up, where
will the locals live?

CRAUGHWELL
I haven't the foggiest idea. 

(resumes walking)
Perhaps they should move to some
place less expensive.

Ann stares at him. Can he really be that callous?

EXT. PETROGLYPH SITE - DAY

Craughwell brushes the dirt off the flat black surface. 

CRAUGHWELL
Cultural preservation is a sensitive
subject in Hawaii. Your photos will
be examined by archaeologists to
determine if these crude markings
are authentic. Hence the need to
keep this discovery under wraps.
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Ann focuses her camera on the cryptic symbols.

ANN
Makes you wonder...

CRAUGHWELL
About what they mean?

ANN
And who made them. 

Craughwell takes out his handkerchief. Wipes dirt off his hands.

CRAUGHWELL
Their time has come and gone.

(looks down at site)
Someday, my greatest achievements
will be bulldozed over for newer,
bigger projects. That's just the
way it is. Nothing lasts forever.

EXT. TUTU'S HOUSE - DAY

A modest single-level home. Feral chickens strut about as Skyler
and Tiana cut through the yard.

TIANA
We live here with my grandmom.

Haunani sits at a picnic table stringing flowers.

TIANA
Tutu, this is Skyler. He wants to
know more about the menehune. 

SKYLER
Hi... I, uh, thought they were just
a myth. But now I'm not so sure.

HAUNANI
Myths and legends are often based
on truth, you know.

(continues work on lei)
A long, long time ago, the menehune
had villages all over the island.
Then bigger Polynesians arrived,
and forced them to move deep into
the valleys. To avoid being captured,
the menehune would only work and
gather food at night. They were so
good at hiding, people thought they
were invisible!
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SKYLER
Why did they seem to completely
disappear all of a sudden? 

HAUNANI
That is a mystery. Some say they
sailed away to distant lands. But
there is a chant that tells of one
tribe of menehune who stayed behind
to protect the aina. The land. 

She gets up and puts the lei around his neck.

SKYLER
I read there's supposed to be stuff
they built that's still around.

HAUNANI
Seeing is believing, eh? Okay, you
want proof, I show you.

EXT. PATH NEAR RIVER - DAY

Pushing aside tall grass, the spry old tutu hikes through a
dense rainforest with Skyler and Tiana on her heels.

HAUNANI
The menehune were such hard workers
that other tribes hired them to
build fishponds and canals to carry
water.

TIANA
They got paid in shrimp!

HAUNANI
That's right. The menehune had no
need for money since they shared
everything they had with each other.

They come to the river. A massive rock wall measuring nearly
one thousand feet long encloses the adjacent man-made pond.

SKYLER
Wow. You're saying they made this?

HAUNANI
Not me. Ancient Hawaiians claim the
menehune built it in one night.
They lined up and passed rocks hand-
to-hand from a lava field a mile
away. 
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TIANA
Little fish swam in, but couldn't
swim out after they grew bigger.

Skyler tosses a stone into the pond, still unconvinced. 

SKYLER
Cool story. But how come no one's
ever found any menehune skeletons?

HAUNANI
Because their ancestral remains are
hidden in secret burial caves. You
must stay away from the lava tubes
though. They are kapu. Forbidden. 

(pauses)
Lava tubes are like a maze. A few
years ago, four kids went into the
caves and were never seen again!
Let that be a warning to you.

EXT. STOREFRONT - DAY

Skyler and Tiana post Ann's FLYER on a bulletin board.

TIANA
It's neat your mom has her own
business.

SKYLER
Too bad it doesn't pay much.

TIANA
Would a picture of a menehune be
worth a lot of money?

SKYLER
Heck, yeah. It would be like proving
Bigfoot or space aliens exist.

TIANA
If we took photos of them, not only
would we be rich -- Craughwell would
have to rehire everyone!

SKYLER
(joking)

Can you get a couple of live
menehunes to pose for us?

TIANA
No. But I know where to look.
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INT. LIVING ROOM, APARTMENT - NIGHT

Skyler and Cindy hold up a scraggly Christmas tree while Ann
tightens the screws in the stand.

ANN
That should do it! You can let go.

They step back. The tree topples over. 

SKYLER
It's still lopsided. We gotta cut
more branches off.

CINDY
Awww, do we have to? There's not
gonna be much tree left!

ANN
We could balance it by putting the
heavier ornaments in back.

SKYLER
That's not gonna work, Mom. 

ANN
What, you're an engineer now?

SKYLER
Go ahead, do it your way. But don't
blame me if it falls over again.

ANN
(grabs tree trunk)

Help me, will you? 

Skyler grudgingly tightens the screws. The tree seems secure.

Ann reaches into a box, and removes a star-shaped ornament
made from sea shells.

CINDY
We should put that one on top!

Skyler hangs a miniature N.Y. GIANTS HELMET on a branch.

ANN
Perfect! 

CINDY
I think it's silly to put sports
junk on a Christmas tree. 
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ANN
No, it's not. We want to remember
all the places we've been to, and
things we've done together.

Skyler blankly stares at their collection of ornaments.

SKYLER
You can hang mine up. I have to
finish my, um, book report.

ANN
Oh. So what's the book about?

SKYLER
Uh... ancient Hawaiians. 

ANN
Is there anything about petroglyphs
in your book? 

SKYLER
Yeah, I think so. Why?

ANN
Just curious. Before you go, do me
a favor. Stand next to Cindy.

(grabs camera)
I want to get a picture of us with
our first Hawaiian Christmas tree.

Skyler reluctantly complies. Ann places the camera on the
kitchen counter, then races over to the tree.

FLASH... The camera freezes them in time: Ann with her arms
around the kids; Cindy smiling; and Skyler forlornly gazing at
the box of ornaments on the floor.

INT. KIDS' BEDROOM - NIGHT

Skyler slips out of bed, wearing a "N.Y. GIANTS" t-shirt and
boxers. Puts on pants, socks. Furtively opens the door. 

Cindy stirs. He waits a second to make sure she's asleep. But
as he sneaks out, Cindy turns on her side. She's wide awake.

INT. LIVING ROOM, APARTMENT - NIGHT

The CAMERA is still on the kitchen counter. Skyler carefully
puts it in his backpack.
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EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - NIGHT

Skyler nervously looks around. No streetlights. No cars since
nothing in town is open this late. It's sort of spooky.

A dog HOWLS. He hears the PITTER-PATTER of tiny feet behind
him. Shines his flashlight on the bushes.

GLASSY EYES stare back as he hears, "HEE-HEE-HEE!"

SKYLER
Who-who-who's there! 

Then he sees another face in the bushes. It's Cindy, and she's
clutching her "GIGGLES" DOLL.

CINDY
Are you running away from home?

SKYLER
I'm meeting someone... a friend.

CINDY
Liar. You don't have any friends.

A FLASHLIGHT shines on them, startling both Cindy and Skyler.

TIANA
Is that your sister?

SKYLER
Yeah. I gotta take her home.

CINDY
But I wanna go with you! 

SKYLER
You don't even know where we're
going.

CINDY
I don't care. I still wanna go.

TIANA
If we let you come with us, can you
keep a secret?

Cindy mimes zipping her lips.
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EXT. RIDGE PATH - NIGHT

The kids hike up a hillside. They hear a dull THUMPING noise.
Tiana stops, flicks off her flashlight.

CINDY
Is it the menehune?

Tiana shakes her head no, appears worried.

TIANA
It could be Night Marchers. They're
the ghosts of Hawaiian warriors. 

Cindy clutches her doll tight. It GIGGLES. Skyler SHUSHES her.

TIANA
When Tutu was a kid, she saw them
one night, marching through Menehune
Gulch with torches. They carried
spears and were beating sharkskin
drums. I get chicken skin thinking
about it.

Just as she says that, they see FLICKERING FIRELIGHT in the
gulch. They creep towards a better vantage point.

EXT. RIDGE ABOVE GULCH - CONTINUOUS

The kids lie on their bellies. Down below, they see --

A campfire in front of a sealed off cave. HIP-HOP thumps out
of a boom box. Soda cans and candy wrappers litter the area...

Butch, Kanoa and Keoni are SPRAY-PAINTING graffiti on the rocks.

SKYLER
Night Marchers, huh?

TIANA
So I was wrong. But that's where
the secret cave entrance is! My
uncle was hunting wild pigs, and he
saw menehune open it up somehow.

SKYLER
That's impossible. Those boulders
weigh two or three tons.
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TIANA
Menehune are strong. And clever.
You saw what they did to the
bulldozer. 

Cindy tugs on Tiana's shirt, points at Butch.

CINDY
We should make those boys stop spray-
painting the rocks.

SKYLER
Don't say anything! They'll beat
the crap out of us.

TIANA
Someone has to stand up to them. 

(yells)
You better quit doing that, Butch!

Butch and his buddies look up in their direction.

SKYLER
We're screwed.

TIANA
Skyler, your camera -- quick, take
a picture for evidence!

EXT. MENEHUNE GULCH - SAME TIME

Butch picks up a thick branch and wields it like a club.

BUTCH
That you, Tiana? 

Kanoa elbows Keoni and points up at the ridge. Skyler's pale
face and big ears make him stick out like a sore thumb.

KANOA
Stinky Feet is up there too!

They charge up the hillside, WHOOPING like savages. The boys
vanish into the dense foliage. Two seconds later...

A HUGE BOULDER covered with fresh graffiti, rolls back. Inside
the dark cave, LUMINOUS EYES blink.

Through the creature's POV, we see the litter around the
campfire and the defaced lava rocks that guard their secret
entrance.
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EXT. RIDGE ABOVE GULCH - SAME TIME

Skyler powers up his mom's camera. ZOOMS in on the tagged rocks
below, but it's out of focus --

SMALL BLURS dart past the rocks. Skyler does a doubletake.
Butch and his pals are halfway up the hill. So who was that?

TIANA
Hurry, Skyler!

FLASH! He gets a photo of the graffiti. Only later will he
notice the little menehune in the corner of the frame.

On the hill, Butch points his club at Skyler.

BUTCH
Anyone sees our picture, we're gonna
be doing time in ju-vee.

(waves club)
Get his camera!

SPLAT! An overripe mango nails Butch in the face. 

SPLAT-SPLAT! Kanoa and Keoni get pelted with squishy papayas.

BUTCH
Whatcha waiting for? Geev' um!

The boys take off in different directions. Skyler, Tiana and
Cindy are already gone, however. 

Butch hears BIRD CALLS and GRUNTS in the bushes. Then --

SWOOSH! A primitive sling launches a mushy brown banana.

It hits Butch's face. He spits out the rotten fruit, fumes.

EXT. CONSTRUCTION SITE - NIGHT

Skyler holds Cindy's hand as they walk along a chain-link fence
that surrounds the site. Tiana stops, whispers --

TIANA
They were here earlier.

On the side of an OFFICE TRAILER, Butch's gang has spray-
painted: CRAUGHWELL PILAU! Tiana grins.

TIANA
Pilau is when something smells bad.



31.

A BEAM OF LIGHT shines on them. Keys JANGLE as a mean-looking
SECURITY GUARD hustles toward the fence.

SKYLER
Run!

The kids bolt. The guard aims a TASER GUN at them.

GUARD
Stop or I'll shoot! 

But they keep going, even more scared now.

EXT. GULCH - CONTINUOUS

Huffing and puffing, the kids pause to catch their breath. 

TIANA
This way...

They turn left. THWACK! Butch is directly in front of them,
swinging his club to clear a path through the weeds.

SKYLER
Go back!

They reverse direction. The guard's FLASHLIGHT sweeps through
a bamboo thicket, cutting off that escape route.

Above them, an OWL perched on a tree branch flaps its wings.
It locks eyes with Skyler, then flies toward a giant boulder.

SKYLER
We can hide over there!

As they race towards the big lava rocks, Tiana sees a TWO-FOOT
WIDE GAP behind the boulder. 

TIANA
Oh, my gosh. It's open!

They hear Butch crashing through the weeds, and can see the
guard's light getting closer on the other side.

SKYLER
Go!

Tiana, Cindy, then Skyler slip through the opening.
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INT. LAVA TUBE - CONTINUOUS

A single torch stuck in a cranny illuminates the vast cave,
which narrows into a dark tunnel. 

BUTCH (O.S.)
You can't get away, Stinky Feet!

Tiana signals Skyler and Cindy to duck behind big stalagmites
that jut up from the dank cave floor.

EXT./INT. LAVA TUBE OPENING - SAME TIME

Butch spots the cave opening. Pokes his head inside.

BUTCH
Think you're funny, throwing rotten
mangoes at us? Then you run away
and hide, like little babies.

That bugs Tiana. She comes out of hiding.

TIANA
Step off, Butch. We're not afraid
of you.

SKYLER
We, uh, didn't throw anything at
you. Honest, Butch. Wasn't us.

BUTCH
Then who...

They all look at the burning torch.

TIANA
Did you light that?

BUTCH
Never was in here before.

GRUFF VOICES speak Hawaiian outside the entrance. 

Butch hides behind the stalagmites with the other kids as --

SEVEN MENEHUNE SCOUTS 

hop through the opening. They are about three feet tall,
muscular, with pointy ears. The adults have thick black beards.
Each is armed with bows and arrows, as well as machetes.



33.

The kids peek around the thick columns. Their jaws drop.

The leader, TAFITI, grabs the flickering torch. SNIFFS the
air. Picks up an unusual scent.

His younger brother, HAVIKA, pulls an arrow from his quiver.
The others do likewise, except for --

MANINI, age 10, the littlest menehune. He dawdles behind the
pack. Kicks a stone, follows it over to...

THE STALAGMITES

As Manini reaches for the stone, he sees Cindy's feet just
inches away. He looks up.

Alarmed and enthralled, Cindy squeezes her doll.

HEE-HEE-HEE! The adult menehune spin around, aiming their 
arrows at the kids.

Manini, jumps back, just as startled as the kids are.

CINDY
Oops.

Butch raises his club... 

TIANA
Don't threaten them!

Havika pulls back his bow string, arrow pointing at Butch.

Thinking fast, Skyler aims his CAMERA at Havika's eyes.

THE FLASH temporarily blinds Havika and the other menehune.

TIANA
They're not used to bright light!

Skyler presses the button again. Another blinding FLASH. 

Tafiti pulls Manini back, barks orders in Hawaiian. The menehune
disappear into the dark tunnel.

SKYLER
Come on, let's get outta here!

Tiana flicks on her flashlight. The kids race toward the
opening. But the boulder has rolled back into place. 

TIANA
Look for a lever or something.
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They run their hands over the rock surface.

SKYLER
There must be a trick to it.

Butch gives up, whacks the boulder with his club in frustration.

BUTCH
This is all your fault, haole-boy!

SKYLER
Me? You're the one who chased us!

TIANA
Stop it! Fighting with each other
isn't gonna get us anywhere.

CINDY
(verging on tears)

I'm scared. 

SKYLER
We all are, Cindy. But as long as
we stick together, we'll be okay.

Butch smirks at him.

BUTCH
So what do we do now?

SKYLER
Follow the menehune. If this tunnel
goes to their village, there has to
be another way out.

TIANA
It's not one tunnel though. They
branch off in different directions.

SKYLER
That's why I brought this...

He removes a spool of nylon FISHING LINE from his backpack.
Ties it around the base of a stalagmite as he talks.

SKYLER
Tiana's grandma said the caves are
like a maze. By leaving a string
trail, we won't go in circles.

TIANA
Pretty akamai!
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BUTCH
What's so smart about that? We get
too close to their village, the
menehune will shoot us!

SKYLER
You got a better idea?

Butch shuts up.

INT. ANN'S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Skyler's mom is woken by the sound of GLASS BREAKING in the
living room. She flicks on the light.

ANN
Skyler... Cindy?

As she gets up, we see a PHOTO on the nightstand. It shows
Skyler holding a fishing pole and his catch, beaming at his
proud dad.

INT. ANN'S APARTMENT - CONTINUOUS

The Christmas tree lies on the floor. She pushes it back
upright. Grabs the broom to sweep up the broken ornaments.

ANN
Dammit.

She notices the kids' bedroom door is slightly ajar. 

INT. KIDS' BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS

Under the bed sheets are two ODD-SHAPED LUMPS. Ann peels back
Skyler's covers. GASPS --

It's a stuffed animal toy. She frantically checks under the
beds, flings open the closet. Her children are gone.

INT. LAVA TUBE - NIGHT

THREE BEAMS of light crisscross in the dark tunnel.

SKYLER
Guys, save your batteries. We only
need one flashlight.



36.

BUTCH
Then why don't you turn yours off? 

SKYLER
Fine. You lead.

He and Tiana flick off their lights. 

SKYLER
Hold up. I have to check my camera
to see how much power I have left.

(turns on camera)
Whoa... 

To their astonishment, he has inadvertently captured the
menehune in a PHOTO that shows them in clear detail.

TIANA
They're kind of ugly-cute.

BUTCH
Dude, they got big ears like you!

SKYLER
Ha-ha. They probably have really
good hearing because they depend on
their other senses at night.

TIANA
Like bats?

SKYLER
Uh-huh. And their eyes are adapted
to seeing better in the dark too. 

He turns off the camera. They continue walking, with Skyler's
fishing line unreeling behind them.

BUTCH
No need eyes when you live in caves
though. Like that spider...

A LONG-LEGGED SPIDER is illuminated by his flashlight. Devoid
of pigment, it's body is translucent. 

TIANA
It's like we're in another world,
where colors don't exist.

The spider disappears into a crack. They continue forward.
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SKYLER
How would you describe colors to
someone who couldn't see them?

BUTCH
That's a dumb question.

TIANA
You have no imagination, do you?

BUTCH
Do so. Colors are like, uh...

He draws a blank. 

TIANA
To me, some colors have a taste or
feeling to them. Like green. Green
tastes like unripe bananas.

CINDY
Green smells like the grass in the
park after they cut it!

SKYLER
Blue feels cool. 

TIANA
Red is hot, like chili peppers.

CINDY
Know what my favorite color is?
Rainbow, cause it has all the colors!

Butch kills the light. The screen goes BLACK.

BUTCH
Black is my favorite color.

TIANA
Turn it back on, Butch!

He holds the light under his chin, flicks it on.

BUTCH
Ooooo. You're not scared of the
dark, are you?

SKYLER
If you're so brave, how come you
need to carry the light?
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BUTCH
Here, you take it...

(hands light to him)
Watch me. I'm like a cave spider!

He walks ahead of them, feeling his way along the rock wall. 

TIANA
Um, did you feel that?

SKYLER
Feel what?

TIANA
Something touched my head.

BUTCH
It was like a... a finger. Give me
the light, brah!

SKYLER
Why, you scared?

Butch walks right into HAIRY TENDRILS that resemble tentacles.

BUTCH
LEMME GO! IT GOT ME -- HELP!

The more he swings, the more entangled he gets.

TIANA
Butch, stop! It's okay!

Skyler bursts out laughing. He reaches up and grabs one of the
gnarly strands that Butch is wrestling with.

SKYLER
Ha! It's just tree roots!

BUTCH
I couldn't tell what it was.

Skyler shines the light above their heads.

SKYLER
We must be getting close to the
surface. Come on...

They hurry ahead. Tiana trips on something. Skyler stops, shines
the light on --

A SMALL SKELETON, propped against the wall.
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KIDS IN UNISON
AAAAGGGGHHHH!

Butch helps Tiana get up, while Skyler covers Cindy's eyes.

SKYLER
Is that a menehune?

TIANA
Could be. Or it might be one of
those kids who disappeared. 

They solemnly stare at the skeleton.

INT. POLICE STATION - NIGHT

Through a two-way mirror, Ann and SGT. TAKEYAMA see Kanoa and
Keoni sitting in the interrogation room. The guilty-looking
boys are covered with splattered fruit.

SGT. TAKEYAMA
A security guard caught them near
the construction site. He also
spotted a boy and girl matching
your children's description.

ANN
Doing what?

SGT. TAKEYAMA
Spray-painting graffiti. The guard
says they were with a local girl. 

The interrogation room door opens. OFFICER LANI, a stocky
Filipino woman, enters with Craughwell.

INT. INTERROGATION ROOM - SAME TIME

Keoni and Kanoa fidget. Craughwell steps on a chair, assuming
the "good cop" pose while Officer Lani shakes her head.

CRAUGHWELL
Do you know why I got up in the
middle of the night to come here?

KANOA
To give us scoldings?

Craughwell leans on the table, plays bad cop now.
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CRAUGHWELL
A simple "scolding" will not do.
You defaced private property,
therefore, an example must be made
of you.

KANOA
But we didn't do it! It was... Skyler
and his sister!

KEONI
And Tiana! They did it, not us.

CRAUGHWELL
I shall deal with those hooligans
when we apprehend them.

BACK TO ANN

ANN
My children are NOT hooligans!

CRAUGHWELL
(through two-way mirror)

The way to keep you boys from
becoming career felons is to nip
this in the bud, before you move on
to bigger crimes. A little time in
the slammer should do the trick.

Incredulous, Ann turns to Sgt. Takeyama.

ANN
They're just kids. He's not serious
about putting them in jail, is he?

INT. WAITING AREA, POLICE STATION - MOMENTS LATER

Craughwell scans email on his PDA while talking to Ann.

CRAUGHWELL
Of course I'm serious. The get-tough
approach worked wonders in New York
when that Rudy fellow became mayor.

ANN
He was dealing with adult criminals,
not 10-year-old boys!
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CRAUGHWELL
Which is why they will be released
with a reprimand, and nothing more.
But mark my words, Keoni and Kanoa
won't do it again while I'm around.
They've been scared straight.

Ann's face softens as she watches the boys reunite with their
parents at the front desk.

ANN
I'm concerned my kids may still be
out in the woods, hiding. Or lost.

Her eyes tear up. Craughwell hands her a pressed handkerchief.

ANN
The police are looking for them,
but they don't have many officers.

CRAUGHWELL
Maybe I can be of assistance. I've
tracked big game in the jungles of
Africa. Finding your children should
be... child's play, I dare say.

INT. LAVA TUBE FORK - NIGHT

The kids come to an area where the cave branches out into three
different fingers. Skyler holds up the end of his fishing line.

SKYLER
I'm out of string.

TIANA
Which way should we go?

Butch shines his light on each opening. Holds it on the third.

BUTCH
Check it out -- petroglyphs!

The CARVED SYMBOLS are the same as the ones Ann photographed.

CINDY
What do those pictures mean?

TIANA
Nobody knows for sure. 

SKYLER
It could be a warning to stay out.
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BUTCH
Then that one must be the way to
their village. Why else would they
make it kapu? I vote for three!

He raises his hand. Tiana slowly raises her hand. Cindy shrugs,
raises her hand. 

SKYLER
Hope you're right.

INT. LAVA TUBE #3 - CONTINUOUS

An eerie WHISTLING SOUND echoes through the tunnel. Then --

THUMP-THUMP-THUMP. Behind them, a boulder seals off the opening.

SKYLER
We're trapped! 

(to Butch)
I should've known better than to
listen to you.

BUTCH
Wot, you think you're smarter than
me just 'cause you a haole?

They ball up their fists, ready to go at it again. Cindy points
above them as a SMALL SHADOW scurries away.

CINDY
I saw a menehune!

Butch shines his light on a lava rock shelf above their heads
that juts out from the wall. Nothing there.

BUTCH
You sure it wasn't a rat?

CINDY
It wasn't a rat. 

TIANA
Maybe they're watching us because
we're getting close to their village.

The kids venture deeper into the tunnel.

SKYLER
They're, um, not cannibals are they?
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TIANA
Nah. They eat shrimp, limu... and
poi, I think. What else, Butch?

BUTCH
I dunno. Never paid much attention
to the stories before. 

SKYLER
Aren't you Hawaiian?

BUTCH
Chop suey. Hawaiian, part Portagee,
and Chinese. My mom wants me to
learn Hawaiian, but it's too hard.
I'd rather hang out with the guys. 

CINDY
You boys shouldn't paint rocks or
trees though. 

BUTCH
We were just gonna tag Craughwell's
hotel, because he canned my dad and
Kanoa's dad too. Then we saw the
guard, so we had to use up the rest
of the paint somewhere else.

TIANA
That's why the menehune threw rotten
fruit at you, I bet.

SKYLER
What I don't get is why they would
take stuff from the hotel guests.

TIANA
Tutu says the menehune are like
children. They like things that are
shiny or make noise. Jewelry. Cell
phones. Electronic games and toys.

CINDY
They're like the opposite of Santa's
elves! 

BUTCH
Wish we could find their stash.

SKYLER
It'd be like finding the leprechauns'
hidden treasure.
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HISSsss! They stop in their tracks.

SKYLER
That sounded like a snake.

BUTCH
There are no snakes in Hawaii.

TIANA
Must be the wind blowing through a
hole or crack.

The kids inch forward. Tiana's flashlight DIMS. They hear the
PATTER of tiny feet and SCUTTLING sounds.

BUTCH
I hope it ain't rats. I hate rats.

A HUGE COCKROACH scurries towards them. Tiana and Cindy SCREAM. 

Butch laughs, SWATS the 6-inch long bug with his slipper.

Skyler grins, then GULPS.

SKYLER
You're gonna need a bigger slipper!

FOOTBALL-SIZED ROACHES swarm towards them.

Skyler glances around. Points at the lava rock shelf.

SKYLER
The ledge! 

BUTCH
I'll give you a boost.

He interlocks his fingers. Skyler steps into the cradle of his
hands. Butch hoists him up.

TIANA
Hurry!

Skyler reaches down from the lava shelf as Butch lifts Cindy.
He grabs her arms and pulls her up.

Butch gives Tiana a boost, then grabs hold of the rock wall
just as the ROACHES reach them.

ON ROCK LEDGE

Skyler and Tiana help Butch climb over the top. 
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SKYLER
That was close!

BUTCH
You tellin' me.

(laughs)
Bigger slipper, my foot.

They crawl forward as the giant insects stream by below.

TIANA
It's like they're running away from
something.

The kids stop crawling. Dead ahead, they see...

INT. SHARK'S MOUTH CAVE - CONTINUOUS

Sharp, jagged rows of stalagmites and stalactites stick out
from above and below. 

HISSsss! They hear that strange sound again. Louder though.

The kids climb down from the rock shelf. Water DRIPS from the
pointy tips of the upper row of "teeth." Cindy quivers.

CINDY
Skyler, will you hold my hand?

SKYLER
Don't worry. It's just rocks. They
can't bite you.

Butch steps over the bottom row of teeth. Tiana follows. Skyler
lifts Cindy over, then steps into...

A LARGE OPEN AREA

In the center, a shaft of moonlight falls upon a STONE ALTAR.

BUTCH
There's an opening above! That's
where the wind was blowing in.

They hear FLAPPING. The owl Skyler saw earlier flies down
through the opening. It lands on the altar, spreads its wings.

HISSsss! The kids slowly turn...

A 20-FEET-LONG LIZARD flicks its tongue at them. 
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SKYLER
Holy moley.

TIANA
Holy Mo'o, you mean. That's what
it's called in Hawaiian legends.

They slowly back away from the humongous reptile. The owl
SCREECHES as it flies through the opening above.

CINDY
(trembling)

What do giant lizards eat?

SKYLER
Giant bugs? 

TIANA
That would explain what the roaches
were running away from.

The gargantuan gecko eyes them.

BUTCH
He lookin' at us like we lunch
though!

Cindy drops her doll. Reaches for it. The lizard's long tongue
shoots out --

CINDY
HELP!

The sticky tongue wraps around her arm.

Skyler jumps in front of the Mo'o. Aims the camera.

FLASH! Blinded by the light, the lizard releases Cindy. Twists
around, thrashing its tail --

Skyler gets SWATTED to the ground. He's out cold.

TIANA
Skyler! 

Butch flips down the wheels of his Heelys. Spots a smooth slab
of rock that resembles a curved ramp.

The Mo'o HISSES at Skyler. Opens its mouth wide --

BUTCH
Yo, over here you overgrown gecko!
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As the lizard turns to look at him, Butch rolls down the ramp,
goes airborne...

He jumps over the Mo'o, scoops up Skyler and skates away.

ACK-ACK-ACK! The creature lurches towards them. 

BUTCH
Come on, brah. Wake up!

But Skyler is still unconscious. The boys are cornered. The
Mo'o hungrily licks its chops --

ZIP! ZIP! ZIP! Arrows fly through the air, and hit the giant
beast right between the eyes.

The Mo'o retreats, HISSES as...

THE MENEHUNE SCOUTS swing down on vines from the opening above.

Tafiti, the torch bearer, barks commands. Havika unleashes
arrow after arrow while dangling from the vine.

Wounded, the Mo'o vanishes into a large crevice.

The menehune surround the kids, bows and arrows drawn. Cindy
tearfully looks at Skyler. Tiana takes her hand.

TIANA
Cindy, don't move. 

Havika warily picks up Skyler's camera. Examines it, then
confiscates their backpacks.

BUTCH
Tee, you speak Hawaiian?

TIANA
A little. But their language might
be different.

She holds her hands out to Tafiti, bows her head slightly.

TIANA
Mahalo...

(points at Skyler)
Kokua? Can you help us?

Tafiti huddles with Havika. They speak in low, muffled voices.
Havika angrily punches the air with his tiny fists.

CINDY
What are they arguing about?
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TIANA
I'm not sure. They talk too fast. 

Tafiti orders the menehune to place Skyler on the altar. 

BUTCH
They gonna sacrifice him, I think!

He takes a step towards the altar. Havika whips out a primitive
machete. Butch freezes. Tension mounts as... 

Manini picks up the doll. HEE-HEE-HEE! He drops it like a hot
potato. All the menehune, except Havika, laugh and SNORT. 

Manini sheepishly hands the doll to Cindy.

CINDY
Thanks. I mean, mahalo.

(points to self)
I'm Cindy. What's your name?

Manini seems to understand. He holds his fingers apart to
indicate "small" and taps his chest.

MANINI
Manini!

He climbs on the stone altar, gestures them to do the same. 

CINDY
We have to get my brother to a
doctor.

TIANA
Kahuna?

MANINI
Kahuna in Ha-le'io.

TIANA
I think he knows some English! 

BUTCH
How could he?

TIANA
From sneaking around the hotel
probably. They've got really good
hearing, right? 

Skeptical, Butch tries to communicate using pidgin and gestures.
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BUTCH
We... want to go... home. 

(points outward)
Hale?

Manini thinks, shakes his head no. 

MANINI
Go Ha-le'io. Ku'u hale.

TIANA
They're taking us to their home.

Manini pats the altar with some urgency. The kids see the older
menehune pointing their bows and arrows at them. 

BUTCH
I think we better do like he says.

They nervously get on the stone slab. The kids are JOLTED as
the altar rises towards the hole in the cave roof.

Below them, the menehune use levers to activate a lift system.
Heavy blocks of rock act as counter weights.

Skyler weakly lifts his head up. Opens his eyes and looks down.

SKYLER
Cool!

EXT. MOUNTAIN TRAIL - NIGHT

With the kids sitting on top, the "altar" reaches the surface.
The cave opening is now closed off by the stone platform, which
blends into the rocky terrain.

TAFITI
Holoholo. Imua! 

The menehune herd them toward a steep trail. Skyler wobbles as
he takes a couple of steps.

TIANA
Are you sure you can walk?

SKYLER
I'm all right. What happened?

CINDY
The giant lizard knocked you out
with his tail, and he was gonna
bite you! But Butch pulled you away.
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SKYLER
You risked your life for me?

BUTCH
Wasn't gonna let you get eaten alive
by a freaking gecko. Lucky for you,
the menehune came back to help.

(to Manini)
How'd you know we were in trouble?

TIANA
Pehea... ike... Mo'o?

MANINI
Pueo ha'i la makou.

TIANA
The owl told them.

Havika GRUNTS, waves his machete at them.

HAVIKA
Wiki-wiki!

CINDY
(whimpers)

I'm tired, and my legs hurt.

Tafiti looks at her sympathetically, orders the menehune to
stop. Manini skips over to Cindy. He closes his eyes, pretends
to doze off.

CINDY
Sleep? Where?

He points at the ground. The kids look over the edge of the
narrow, rocky trail... 

The cliff they're on drops straight down hundreds of feet.

EXT. FOREST, VALLEY - NIGHT

Suit jacket in hand, Craughwell loosens his tie. Ann shines a
flashlight into the woods.

CRAUGHWELL
Have you considered fitting your
children with GPS tracking devices?
I understand they're the latest
rage for paranoid parents.
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ANN
Number one, I can barely afford a
cell phone for myself. Number two,
I don't think I'm overreacting.

CRAUGHWELL
Ann, I did not mean to impugn your
maternal instincts. But I have a
hunch they're already back home.

ANN
I hope so... Which way is the hotel?

CRAUGHWELL
The hotel? Ah, yes. Good question. 

ANN
We're lost? I thought you were an
experienced big game hunter!

CRAUGHWELL
I said I tracked big game... on a
photo safari. With guides.  

He calls 911 on his BlackBerry. Nothing. Tries to send an email,
but the message doesn't go through.

CRAUGHWELL
Huh. It seems we're out of range.

ANN
What, no GPS tracking device?

CRAUGHWELL
I detect a note of sarcasm in your
tone.

ANN
Sorry, but I'm a little stressed
out at the moment.

CRAUGHWELL
We are in a bit of a sticky wicket.
However, if we must spend a night
in the forest, there's nothing for
us -- or your kids -- to fear. This
is Hawaii. It's not as if there
were wild animals on the prowl.

They hear RUSTLING and SQUEALING sounds in the bushes. 

ANN
You were saying?
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A cute FERAL PIGLET wanders out. 

CRAUGHWELL
This little piggy seems to have
been separated from...

GRUNT-GRUNT! SNORT! A large WILD BOAR paws the ground.

CRAUGHWELL
Run!

In a panic, Craughwell tosses his jacket at the boar as it
charges. The jacket covers the boar's head.

CRAUGHWELL
Yes! Gotcha!

ANN
Stop congratulating yourself!

He sees Ann perched on a branch. The boar shakes off the jacket.
Craughwell climbs the tree like a monkey with its butt on fire.

EXT. MOUNTAIN TRAIL - NIGHT

Effortlessly scaling the mountain, the menehune gather palm
fronds for a lean-to shelter. Manini is with the kids, weaving
lauhala leaves into a sleeping mat.

SKYLER
Why won't they just let us go? 

TIANA
They're probably afraid we'd tell
others about them, then more people
would try to find their village.

Manini eyes them, trying to decipher their words.

CINDY
Who's gonna find us though?

BUTCH
Don't worry. They'll send out search
parties and police choppers, once
they realize we're missing.  

SKYLER
My mom's gonna flip out when she
sees we're gone.



53.

TIANA
Are your parents divorced too? You
never talk about your dad.

CINDY
He died last year, in a fire.

TIANA
I'm sorry. I didn't know.

SKYLER
The thing is, he didn't have to...
he shouldn't have gone back in.

BUTCH
Was he a fireman?

Cindy sadly shakes her head no, looks at her brother.

SKYLER
He worked in an office. There was
an explosion, and most of them got
out okay. But he went back in the
building to try and save someone. 

He blinks back tears, more bitter than sad.

SKYLER
He should have let the firemen do
their jobs, instead of trying to be
a big hero. Why didn't he think
about us -- his own family?

TIANA
He was. If you or Cindy were in
danger and he wasn't there, he'd
want someone to try and save you.
Tutu says what goes around, comes
around.

The kids silently look down into the valley, where their old
lives seem to be a million miles away.

EXT. TREE, FOREST - NIGHT

Ann climbs to the top, while Craughwell clings to a branch.

CRAUGHWELL
What in heaven's name are you doing?

ANN
Looking for landmarks.
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She uses her flashlight like a beacon to search the woods.

ANN
Woo-hoo! I see the trail!

CRAUGHWELL
(half-heartedly)

Woohoo, indeed.

Ann climbs back down as they talk. 

ANN
Aren't you happy?

CRAUGHWELL
Yes... with reservations. I feel
rather foolish. It would destroy my
reputation if anyone found out I
ran like a coward from a pig.

ANN
Is that all you care about?

CRAUGHWELL
My reputation is all I have. In
business, image is everything.

ANN
I'll make a deal with you then. 

CRAUGHWELL
Go on. Name your price.

ANN
If my kids aren't back at the
apartment when I get home, you'll
help organize a search party.

(beat)
It'll be good publicity for you.

EXT. MOUNTAIN TRAIL - MORNING

Manini hands wild fruit to the kids. In b.g., the menehune
dismantle the lean-to shelter and cover their tracks.

SKYLER
I thought menehune only come out at
night, according to the legends.

Havika drops fronds at their feet, while the other menehune
tie palm leaves and branches to their bodies with vines.
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BUTCH
They're camouflaging themselves.

TIANA
Maybe that's why no one ever sees
them during the day.

Manini gestures them to tie the leaves around themselves. Tiana
poses with the fronds held against her body. 

TIANA
How do I look?

Skyler smiles at her. Butch SLAPS him in the chest with a frond. 

BUTCH
Quit foolin' around! Don't you get
it? They're taking us prisoner. We
gotta figure out a way to escape.

INT. ANN'S APARTMENT - MORNING

Ann is passed out from exhaustion on the couch, still in her
clothes. The doorbell BUZZES... then BUZZES again. 

ANN
Hold on! Is this about my kids?

She rushes to the door, expectantly opens it. Craughwell stands
there in a hiking outfit. Ann breaks into tears.

ANN
Oh, it's you... I can't believe I
fell asleep. You probably think I'm
the world's worst mother! I have to
go back and look --

CRAUGHWELL
Ann, compose yourself. I have news.

ANN
Are they all right?

CRAUGHWELL
We don't know yet. My sources in
the police department informed me
they received calls from parents of
two other children who are missing. 

(pauses)
I've been working with them since
four a.m. to coordinate search and
rescue efforts. A deal's a deal. 
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ANN
(wipes her eyes)

Come in. I just need a couple of
seconds to get ready. 

Craughwell enters, glances at the scraggly Christmas tree and
broken ornaments on the floor.

CRAUGHWELL
The police suggested you bring a
few pieces of their clothing. For
the cadaver... er, search dogs.

Ann goes into the bathroom, splashes water on her face.
Craughwell grabs the broom and sweeps around the tree.

ANN (O.S.)
Don't bother with that mess, Mr.
Craughwell.

CRAUGHWELL
Please, call me Trent. And it's no
bother. What have we here...

He picks up an ELF ORNAMENT. Ann reenters. 

ANN
That one is Cindy's favorite. He
goes up top, next to Santa.

CRAUGHWELL
Makes logical sense. What would
Santa be without the little people.

He hangs it on the tree. Touches the little N.Y. GIANTS helmet. 

CRAUGHWELL
You're from New York?

ANN
New Jersey. My husband got that for
Skyler at a game they went to, just
before... he passed away. 

CRAUGHWELL
Oh. My condolences.

An awkward moment of silence. Craughwell gazes at the tree. 

ANN
Sort of a Charlie Brown tree, huh? 
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CRAUGHWELL
I don't know Charlie Brown. But
what this tree lacks in branches,
it makes up for in character.

Ann nods and smiles at him. A genuine smile.

INT. KIDS' BEDROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Craughwell holds out a plastic bag. Ann picks up a pair of
mismatched sweat socks from the floor. 

ANN
Every time I do laundry, I end up
one sock short. For the life of me,
I can't figure out where they go.

She drops them in the bag. Craughwell notices there are books
about Hawaiian history and culture piled on the small desk.

CRAUGHWELL
I see Skyler is an avid reader.

ANN
Not really. He's more into video
games and watching TV.

She places one of Cindy's shirts in the plastic bag.

ANN
Come to think of it, it did seem
strange that he had this sudden
interest in ancient Hawaiians.

CRAUGHWELL
When I was his age, I went through
a similar phase. I was fascinated
by the idea of lost civilizations...

He picks up the top book, flips to a PETROGLYPH PHOTO. It's
identical to the carvings Ann took pictures of.

CRAUGHWELL
(raises an eyebrow)

But as I got older, my attention
turned to more serious pursuits.

He reads the photo caption: THESE UNIQUE SYMBOLS ARE BELIEVED
TO REPRESENT THE LEGENDARY MENEHUNE PEOPLE.
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ANN
I was gonna look through that book
to see if there were any petroglyphs
like the ones you showed me.

CRAUGHWELL
Um... no, none that I can find. 

ANN
We better get going.

She leaves with the bag of clothes. Craughwell tears out the
page with the petroglyph picture, and slips it into his pocket.

EXT. MOUNTAIN TRAIL - LATER

Wearing their tropical foliage disguise, the kids and menehune
go down a narrow path that leads into a deep canyon.

The landscape changes dramatically from lush rainforest to
barren rocks and multi-hued cliffs that rise up around them. 

SKYLER
This doesn't look like Hawaii
anymore. 

It's as spectacular as the Grand Canyon. The awe-struck kids
look like ants in relation to the vast expanse before them.
This is what 3-D IMAX screens were meant for...

A TOUR HELICOPTER flies overhead. Tafiti signals the kids to
crouch down. Their camouflage works perfectly. 

As the chopper disappears from view, Skyler removes his WATCH.
Whispers to the other kids.

SKYLER
We need to leave a trail of clues
in case they're searching for us.

He surreptitiously hangs the watch on a tree branch. 

CINDY
Daddy gave you that for your
birthday!

SKYLER
That's why I'm leaving it. Mom will
be able to identify it.
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EXT./INT. LIMO, CONSTRUCTION SITE - MORNING

Assembled workers part to let the car through. Ann sits next
to Craughwell in the back seat.

CRAUGHWELL
I'm giving them time off to help
with the search. Paid, of course.

ANN
(sardonic)

That's very generous of you.

CRAUGHWELL
Mind you, I haven't leaked a word
of this to the media. My motives
are purely altruistic.

Ann sees Butch's GRAFFITI on the side of the office trailer. 

ANN
"Craughwell Pilau"?

CRAUGHWELL
From what I gather, it's the locals
way of saying I'm an unsavory cad.

(sighs)
The literal translation is "stinks."

ANN
Gee, why would they say that?

CRAUGHWELL
I ask myself that very same question.

EXT. CONSTRUCTION SITE - SAME TIME

Israel, Haunani, Manu and Duke, along with dozens of former
employees are gathered near the office trailer.

The Foreman holds the limo door open as Craughwell gets out.

FOREMAN
The parents of the other missing
kids must've told everyone in town
to come here.

CRAUGHWELL
A few faces look familiar. Do they
work for me?
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FOREMAN
Used to. You fired them.

CRAUGHWELL
Aha. I thought I was picking up a
slightly negative vibe.

Ann gets out from the other side of the car. Walks toward them.

FOREMAN
Can we talk in private, sir?

CRAUGHWELL
(to Ann)

I'll be with you momentarily.

He goes up the trailer steps. Pauses to address the crowd.

CRAUGHWELL
Thank you for coming! I share your
deep concern for the missing
children, and assure you I'll do
all I can to help bring them home,
safe and sound. I want you to
consider me part of your family.
The ohana, if you will.

FIRED EMPLOYEE
Windbag.

The locals laugh. Ann spots Manu, approaches him as Craughwell
continues.

CRAUGHWELL
Ahem. Until we receive further
instructions from police and fire
department officials, I ask for
your patience. Haste makes waste,
and it is vitally important that we
have a sound plan of action!

In the crowd, Haunani turns to Ann.

HAUNANI
He really put on a show, eh?

MANU
Ann, this is Haunani. Tiana's
grandmom. 

ANN
(to Haunani)

The police said --
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HAUNANI
The police got it all wrong. Tiana
and your kids didn't do the graffiti.
Had to be Butch and those rascals
the guard nabbed. 

ANN
Then what were they doing out there?

HAUNANI
Cannot say for sure. But I think
they were looking for menehune...

(off Manu)
... on account of some things me
and Manu told your boy.

INT. OFFICE TRAILER - SAME TIME

The Foreman spreads out a map in front of Craughwell. 

FOREMAN
People are gonna be combing every
inch of the forest, and the ridge. 

(taps map)
I'm worried someone might notice we
rerouted the stream. 

CRAUGHWELL
We moved it?

There's a KNOCK at the door. The Foreman lowers his voice.

FOREMAN
It was running right through the
fairway. You said you'd deal with
any fines or lawsuits later.

CRAUGHWELL
Hmm, yes, I recall saying something
to that effect. Is it a problem?

FOREMAN
The water's backing up and pooling
on the ridge where we blocked it
off. This rain keeps up, it might
overflow. What do you want to do?

CRAUGHWELL
We can't have a golf course with a
river running through it. Leave it
alone for now.
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EXT. OFFICE TRAILER - SAME TIME

Ann KNOCKS on the door again. Craughwell opens it. 

ANN
Tiana's grandmother says the kids
may have been looking for caves or
lava tubes near the gulch.

CRAUGHWELL
We should dispatch a team ASAP...

(steps outside)
What the devil is going on?

He sees police and fire department personnel consulting with
Haunani, who appears to be in charge.

ANN
They say Haunani knows this area
better than anyone.

CRAUGHWELL
But I own most of it!

He hurries down the steps, makes a beeline for Haunani.

CRAUGHWELL
Excuse me. You can't tell my
employees what to do.

HAUNANI
Don't get all hu-hu, eh? You not
the boss of me and my ohana, anymore.

As the search parties begin to leave, Haunani looks up at a
FRIGATE BIRD circling high above them.

HAUNANI
Besides, we cannot wait. The iwa
tellin' us we gotta hurry.

Craughwell puts his hand to his ear, turns to Ann.

CRAUGHWELL
Do you hear anything? You see, that's
the kind of superstitious nonsense
I have to put up with every day!
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EXT. CANYON, "GARDEN OF THE GODS" - DAY

Deep in the canyon, the kids and menehune come to an other-
worldly place, totally denuded of plants by past lava flows.

Multi-hued boulders balance on top of each other like monuments
to ancient deities. Then something remarkable happens.

CINDY
Look! The rocks are changing colors!

SKYLER
Rocks can't change...

But here, they do. As clouds pass over, the rock formations
change from yellow to orange, red and purple.

TIANA
I've heard of this place. Hawaiians
called it the Garden of the Gods.

MANINI
Ikaika mana.

BUTCH
Strong mana, he says...

(to Cindy)
Mana is spirit or energy. Something
that comes from deep inside. 

Tiana appears surprised by this side of him.

BUTCH
Wot, I owe you money?

(to Skyler)
Just cuz I talk pidgin, don't mean
I'm dumb. 

He looks up at three FRIGATE BIRDS circling high above them.

BUTCH
Know what it means when frigate
birds fly over land?

TIANA
A storm is coming.

She removes her GOLD BRACELET. Waits until the menehune aren't
watching her, then drops it on the ground.

Sunlight glints off the bracelet. The engraved design spells
out, TIANA.
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EXT. MENEHUNE GULCH - DAY

Manu dangles Skyler's sock in front of Duke's nose. The dog
backs away as if he was sprayed by a skunk.

MANU
Ho! I think he got the scent.

They hear dogs BARKING up on the ridge. Duke just stands there.

ANN
No offense, Manu, but Duke isn't
really trained for this, is he?

MANU
No need training. Duke part blood-
hound. I tellin' you, any second
now, he gonna spring into action!

He gives Duke's leash a little tug. Duke lies down.

MANU
Come on, boy. Find those kids!

HAUNANI
Manu, that lazy mutt no can find
his own ass. 

CRAUGHWELL
He does seem rather lethargic.

Duke sniffs the ground. All of a sudden, the dog gets up and
drags Manu through a bamboo thicket.

MANU
He hot on the trail now!

Ann jogs alongside them. Sees the SPRAY-PAINTED ROCKS ahead.

ANN
Skyler! Cindy!

She runs over to the boulders, climbs over rocks. Craughwell
crouches near the campfire ashes. Holds his hand out.

CRAUGHWELL
The trail has literally gone cold.
This fire went out some time ago.

Duke keeps pawing the boulder that blocks the cave entrance.
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HAUNANI
There's supposed to be a lava tube
that was used by the menehune, behind
the boulder. Only they know how to
open it up though.

MANU
Mr. Craughwell, let me borrow the
backhoe or a bulldozer!

CRAUGHWELL
No one is going to move any rocks
just because of some folklore. 

(stares at dog)
And frankly, I have doubts about
Duke's alleged bloodhound pedigree.

Duke seems hurt by the slight. As Manu consoles his dog, Officer
Lani comes down the ridge trail.

OFFICER LANI
Ann, was Skyler's name engraved on
the back of his watch?

ANN
Yes. Why?

OFFICER LANI
Tiana's dad found it on a trail.

(into radio)
Lani, here. I got confirmation on
the watch from his mother. Over.

ANN
What about the kids? 

OFFICER LANI
No other signs of them yet. We're
expanding the search perimeter.

CRAUGHWELL
Are you using helicopters? I am a
licensed pilot, you know. 

OFFICER LANI
We already have choppers in the
air, plus we asked all the tour
pilots to keep their eyes open. 

She takes Ann aside.
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OFFICER LANI
It would be best if you return to
the staging area for the time being.

(off Craughwell)
And can you please take him with
you? He's driving us crazy.

EXT. RAVINE CROSSING, CANYON - DAY

The menehune toss a flimsy ROPE BRIDGE made of vines, across a
deep chasm. The looped end lassos a rock pillar. 

SKYLER
You sure that bridge can hold us?

Sensing their fear, Manini jumps up and down on the bridge,
swings it side to side to show it's perfectly safe.

Havika GRUNTS, gives Butch a gentle shove towards the bridge.

BUTCH
Chill-ax, Grumpy. 

Butch gingerly steps on the ropes and works his way across.
Tiana crosses without a hitch. Skyler takes Cindy's hand.

SKYLER
Don't look down, okay?

Cindy nods, clutches her doll tight as she and Skyler step on
the bridge at the same time. 

Halfway across, Skyler hears a rope SNAP. He looks down, sees
a stream and jagged rocks. 

TIANA
Keep going!

Cindy's foot slips between the ropes. Throws out her arms --

CINDY
Skyler, help me!

He grabs Cindy's arm as she loses her grip on Giggles. They
watch the doll fall... and fall...

Giggles PLOPS in the water, and floats downstream.
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EXT. STAGING AREA. CONSTRUCTION SITE - DAY

Ann sips coffee, while search teams come and go in shifts.
Holding a radio, Sgt. Takeyama walks up with Craughwell.

SGT. TAKEYAMA
A group of hikers found Tiana's
bracelet in Waimea Canyon.

ANN
That's good news... isn't it?

CRAUGHWELL
Yes and no. The kids seem to be
purposely leaving a trail, which is
a positive sign.

SGT. TAKEYAMA
But we don't think they're lost.

CRAUGHWELL
Ann, it's possible they were forcibly
taken somewhere.

ANN
Oh, my god...

Craughwell awkwardly puts his arms around her, then nods at
Sgt. Takeyama. The police officer leaves.

CRAUGHWELL
There, there. Please, stop crying. 

ANN
I feel so... helpless. Isn't there
anything we can do?

She looks up at him. Craughwell gazes into her eyes.

CRAUGHWELL
Do you get air sick?

EXT./INT. HELICOPTER - DAY

Craughwell's chopper lifts off from the hotel parking lot. Ann
white knuckles the arm rest.

CRAUGHWELL
Relax, Ann. This isn't my first
time. I've been flying for weeks.
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ANN
What?!

CRAUGHWELL
I'm a very quick study though.

(beat)
Actually, I've logged hundreds of
hours. I enjoy the solitude.

He banks towards the mountains. Picks up the RADIO MIC.

CRAUGHWELL
This is Big Kahuna. How are the
conditions over Waimea Canyon?

FLIGHT DISPATCHER (V.O.)
Visibility good. Winds ten to fifteen
miles per hour. Might get some mauka
showers later on. Over.

As they fly over fluted mountains and inaccessible valleys, we
see how a lost tribe could survive undetected for centuries.

ANN
This is what I dreamed Hawaii would
be like. It never occurred to me
that something bad could happen.

CRAUGHWELL
Is that why you moved here? 

ANN
I had this illusion it would be
like living somewhere over the
rainbow. It's really not that
different from the mainland though. 

CRAUGHWELL
The world is getting smaller every
day. You find the same stores, coffee
shops, hotels wherever you go. The
same mass media culture and tastes,
more or less.

ANN
But there's still something about
Hawaii. Something magical...

Through the windows, they see multilevel waterfalls cascading
down into a grotto filled with giant ferns.
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ANN
I half-expect to see tiny menehune
natives down there.

CRAUGHWELL
Funny you should mention them. I,
um, did find a page in your son's
book related to the site petroglyphs.

He hands her the torn out page. She unfolds it, sees the
petroglyph photo and caption.

ANN
It says those symbols were associated
with the menehune legends. Why didn't
you show this to me? The carvings
could have been a clue! 

CRAUGHWELL
To what?

He takes the chopper over a ridge, towards the canyon.

ANN
Lost tribes have been found in the
Amazon and Asia. What if the kids
stumbled into them?

CRAUGHWELL
Have you gone balmy? Those inane
little people stories were made up
by heathens, drunk on fermented
coconut juice in all likelihood. 

ANN
And I was just starting to think
that maybe you weren't a pompous --

CRAUGHWELL
Hold that thought.

The helicopter SHUDDERS as they pass through low-hanging clouds. 

ANN
Did we hit something?

CRAUGHWELL
Updrafts. Air currents in the canyon
can be a bit unpredictable.

He looks down. On the ground, they see a SEARCH PARTY hiking
along a stream that snakes through the canyon.
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CRAUGHWELL
Keep your eyes peeled. Tiana's
bracelet was found in this vicinity.

(contrite)
What I said about the natives being
heathens... that was in bad form. I
have a tendency to shoot off my
mouth without considering the
consequences.

ANN
I think you say exactly what you
mean. You just don't expect anyone
to call you on it.

CRAUGHWELL
Am I that transparent?

He looks at her. Ann glances out the window. 

ANN
Um, Mr. Craughwell, you're getting
kind of close to the cliff.

CRAUGHWELL
Why won't you call me Trent?

ANN
Trent, watch out!

A SHEER ROCK WALL rises up in front of them. 

CRAUGHWELL
Hang on!

The chopper veers at the last second. Ann grabs the barf bag.

CRAUGHWELL
Sorry for my lapse in concentration.

He stares straight ahead. Furrows his eyebrows.

CRAUGHWELL
Hello. There's an object of some
sort in the stream. I'm going in...

As they get closer, a wet, ragged DOLL comes into view.

ANN
That's Giggles -- Cindy's doll!

The chopper hovers over the shallow stream.



71.

CRAUGHWELL
It's too rocky to land.

ANN
Don't stop! Follow the river!

EXT. CANYON PASSAGEWAY - SAME TIME

The menehune's ears TWITCH. Tafiti gestures the kids to hide
in the shadows as the sound of a CHOPPER gets louder in b.g.

SKYLER
(whispers to Tiana)

They must have found our clues!

EXT./INT. HELICOPTER - SAME TIME

Ann uses binoculars to scan the ground. The chopper SHUDDERS.

CRAUGHWELL
I have to take her back up. There's
too much turbulence.

ANN
Not yet! 

CRAUGHWELL
It isn't negotiable.

The canyon walls close in on both sides. As the chopper climbs,
THICK FOG rolls in fast. Visibility is less than ten feet.

CRAUGHWELL
Blasted weather. This was not in
the forecast.

ANN
Can't you radio someone for help?

CRAUGHWELL
Whatever for? I know precisely where
we are --

A FRIGATE BIRD cuts in front of the chopper. 

Craughwell VEERS to avoid hitting it.

ANN
LOOK OUT!

A LARGE TREE hidden by the fog, juts out from the mountainside.
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Craughwell takes evasive action, but the MAIN ROTOR BLADE
strikes a thick branch.

The helicopter VIBRATES severely. Craughwell wrestles the
controls, grabs the radio mic.

CRAUGHWELL
Big Kahuna requesting assistance!
Main rotor damaged. Will have to
make emergency landing. Repeat, Big
Kahuna is going down.

Ann closes her eyes. The chopper descends rapidly...

EXT. CANYON PASSAGEWAY - SAME TIME

The kids hear the high-pitched whine of the damaged blade. In
horror, they watch as the chopper spins out of control.

CRASH! About a mile away, a plume of BLACK SMOKE rises.

SKYLER
We have to help them!

(to Tafiti)
Help... kokua?

Tafiti shakes his head no, points at the dark storm clouds.

Havika grabs Tiana's arm, GRUNTS. She yanks her arm free. Butch
steps between them. 

BUTCH
Skyler's right, Havika. We can't
just turn our backs and walk away.

Tiana, Skyler and Cindy step forward to form a united front.

Havika backs off. Tafiti confers with Manini and the other
menehune. Turns to Skyler, nods. 

TAFITI
We... help.

EXT. CRASH SITE, CANYON - DAY

Twisted metal strewn everywhere. The landing skids and rotor
blades have broken off. However, the cockpit is still intact.

Inside, Craughwell weakly opens his eyes. Ann is gone. 



73.

CRAUGHWELL
Ann! Are you all right?

She reaches in to unstrap him.

ANN
A few bumps and bruises, but I'm
still in one piece.

CRAUGHWELL
I wish I could say the same for my
leg. I'm afraid it's fractured.

His legs are trapped under a heavy piece of metal. 

CRAUGHWELL
All because I tried to avoid hitting
that stupid bird.

ANN
That bird saved our lives! We were
heading straight into the mountain.
I'm just grateful we're still alive.

CRAUGHWELL
A lovely thought, and I don't mean
to rush you, but do you think you
could go look for help? 

ANN
Oh, yeah. Sure. It's just... I don't
want to leave you here, all alone.

CRAUGHWELL
(touches her hand)

I've always flown solo, Ann. So be
on your way. If the end is near, I
will take solace in the knowledge I
sacrificed my life in the service
of humanity.

ANN
Trent, you've got a broken leg. 

CRAUGHWELL
Be that as it may, I have a very
low threshold for pain. Owww...
Please hurry.

Ann sighs. Leans over and kisses his cheek.

CRAUGHWELL
What was that for?
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ANN
You're pathetic, yet endearing in
an odd way.

She leaves. He surveys his surroundings, grimaces.

CRAUGHWELL
This is a terrible predicament. On
the other hand, it's an opportunity
to reflect on one's fate, I suppose.

He restlessly drums his fingers on the broken steering wheel.

CRAUGHWELL
That was rather bleak. Perhaps I
should sing. Singing is always good
to lift one's spirits...

EXT. CANYON TRAIL - DAY

Dark clouds blot out the sun. Still camouflaged, the kids and
menehune scramble over the rocky ridge.

Tafiti spots the chopper wreckage below. As the others gather
on the cliff, they hear Craughwell singing to himself.

Puzzled, the menehune turn to Skyler and the kids. They're not
sure what to make of it either.

INT. CHOPPER CABIN - CONTINUOUS

Craughwell's eyes flutter as he begins to lose consciousness.
He stops singing --

Manini smiles at him. Craughwell rubs his eyes in disbelief.

Skyler and Tiana quickly nudge the little menehune aside.

SKYLER
Are there any others?

CRAUGHWELL
Yes. She went to get help. For a
second there, I thought you were...

He leans forward. No menehune. Just the four kids.

CRAUGHWELL
Good lord. You're the children we
were looking for.
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CINDY
We found you instead!

CRAUGHWELL
The irony does not escape me.

(to Skyler)
Your mother was in the helicopter
when we crashed. She's fine though.
Went to get help for me, in fact.

Skyler notices the corporate logo on the chopper's side.

SKYLER
Are you Trent Craughwell?

CRAUGHWELL
At your service. In spirit, anyway. 

(grimaces)
We flew over a search team not too
far from here, and I am confident
Ann shall return with them soon.
All we need do is wait.

BUTCH
Um, just one problem...

The menehune step out from behind the rocks with their bows
and arrows drawn. Craughwell is dumbfounded.

CRAUGHWELL
I must be hallucinating.

Havika shoves a BROKEN PROPELLER BLADE into the cabin --

CRAUGHWELL
Nooooo!

He faints. The menehune push him back, and use the propeller
blade as a lever to lift the metal wreckage off his legs.

RAIN DROPS splat on the shattered windshield. Tafiti points at
the ground beneath the cockpit. The dry river bed is beginning
to fill with rain water.

BUTCH
He's worried about flash flooding. 

SKYLER
I'm worried about my mom.

As he looks towards the direction she headed off in, Havika
prods him with the machete toward...
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EXT. "IO" MOUNTAIN - DAY

Under a thick forest canopy, a procession of little people
hike up an emerald mountain peak beyond the canyon.

Craughwell is still unconscious. The menehune carry him on a
stretcher fashioned out of bamboo stalks and vines.

A HAWK soars over them, as if keeping a look-out for intruders.
The menehune pause for it to give them the "all clear" signal.

The io lets out a sharp call, which sounds like its Hawaiian
name. Tafiti waves to the hawk, and they continue forward.

MANINI
Io... aumakua. 

BUTCH
(to Skyler and Cindy)

Aumakua are guardian spirits.

TIANA
Hawaiians believe their ancestors
and family members return as birds,
turtles, even sharks.

SKYLER
So whose aumakua was that owl?

BUTCH
Maybe yours. I saw him look right
at you, brah. 

CINDY
It could'a been our dad.

SKYLER
Cindy, it wasn't --

He swallows his skepticism. Puts his arm around her shoulders.

SKYLER
Yeah. Maybe he's watching over us.

EXT. HIDDEN ENTRANCE, "IO" MOUNTAIN - DAY

The menehune stop. Havika lifts up Craughwell's head and ties
a strip of tapa cloth around his eyes.

Tafiti and the other warriors blindfold the kids. 
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BUTCH
Um, do I get a last request?

TAFITI
(pushes Butch forward)

Imua!

INT. TUNNEL - DARK

PHOSPHORESCENT FUNGI glow on the walls. Two menehune carry
Craughwell, while the others guide the kids through the tunnel.

At the other end, Tafiti grasps a large rock and gives it a
half-twist. A BOULDER rolls back...

EXT. THE DISAPPEARING VILLAGE - CONTINUOUS

The blindfolds are removed. Mist and wispy clouds surround
them. A waterfall cascades down the cliff into a primordial
forest. This is Hale'io -- the House of the Hawk.

MANINI
E komo mai. Keia Ha-le'io.

They see ancient trees with huge trunks and massive root
systems. Heart-shaped taro leaves the size of elephant ears. 
Flowering plants and native birds. But no buildings or people.

SKYLER
Where's the village?

CINDY
(hops up and down)

There it is!

BUTCH
All I see are plants and rocks.

TIANA
It's like a 3-D picture. You have
to relax your eyes!

Skyler tilts his head. And then we see it too --

Their dwellings are carved out of rock and covered with living
plants. Some homes are actually inside the huge tree trunks.
From above, the village is virtually invisible.

At ground level, it's a totally different picture...
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EXT. MENEHUNE VILLAGE - DAY

Native geese called nene emit SHRILL CRIES as the kids approach,
alerting the villagers to the presence of outsiders.

There are about two hundred menehune left, ranging from tiny,
adorable babies to wizened, prune-face great grandparents.

BUTCH
Dude, we gotta get pictures of this!

SKYLER
Can't. Grumpy's got my camera.

They glance at Havika, who has their backpacks slung over his
shoulders. Curious villagers gather around them.

Craughwell GROANS, stirs. The stretcher bearers set him down
on the ground. A hush falls over the menehune.

MANINI
Mohikia... kahuna.

The villagers clear a path for MOHIKIA. Their chief resembles
Yoda crossed with a garden gnome.

He maintains a poker face as he looks each of the kids in the
eye. Leans over Craughwell and examines him briefly.

MOHIKIA
(in subtitles)

Bring me fermented coconut juice.

A menehune woman hands him a bowl. The chief opens Craughwell's
mouth, tips the bowl to his lips. 

CRAUGHWELL
BLEAH! What is that wretched --

His eyes widen in amazement as he looks around.

CRAUGHWELL
Put me in a straight-jacket. I've
gone bonkers.

SKYLER
You were wrong, Mr. Craughwell. The
menehune are real.

Mohikia holds the bowl out to him, speaks in a croaky voice.
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TIANA
Drink, he says. It's good for pain.

Craughwell tries to get up, YELPS. Slugs down the juice.

CRAUGHWELL
Ugh. I must say, this concoction
packs a punch. I feel much better. 

He hands the bowl back to Mohikia, appears a little tipsy.

CRAUGHWELL
Thank you... and your twin brother.

(squints)
How very odd. The entire village is
filled with twins!

MOHIKIA
(in subtitles)

This haole cannot hold his coconut
juice.

INT. CHIEF MOHIKIA'S DWELLING - LATER

Craughwell is passed out. Mohikia applies a poultice to his
head, while Manini offers food to the kids.

CINDY
Yuck. This tastes like seaweed.

She holds up a piece of slimy green stuff.

BUTCH
It is. We eat it at luaus too.

MANINI
Loa'a limu makai. Lalo aina...

(makes digging motion)
Iwi kupuna.

He makes a sound like a bulldozer, then takes a stick and draws
a square box in the dirt. Frowns.

TIANA
They gather seaweed at the ocean,
but I think he's saying something
about bones of their ancestors.

SKYLER
He's talking about the construction
work -- that box he drew could be
the fenced-off area.
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MANINI
Lalo aina, iwi kupuna! Kapu.

TIANA
The bones are underground. It's
forbidden to disturb them.

SKYLER
Manu said they hit a lava tube.

(puts it together)
We gotta tell Mr. Craughwell he's
building on sacred ground!

Skyler makes eye contact with Manini, points at the box drawn
in the sand while using gestures as he speaks.

SKYLER
We tell... Mr. Craughwell, our
kahuna, no more dig aina. Kapu.

Manini goes over to Mohikia, jabbers in Hawaiian. 

TIANA
I dunno, Skyler. What if Craughwell
won't agree to it?

SKYLER
He has to. That's the only way we
can get them to let us go.

EXT. MENEHUNE VILLAGE - DUSK

Escorted by menehune, they walk toward a large ROCK PYRAMID.
Craughwell GROANS as he hobbles along, using bamboo crutches. 

SKYLER
Your leg hurt?

CRAUGHWELL
And my head. I have a wicked
hangover... 

(rubs temples)
May I be candid with you, Skyler?

SKYLER
Sure.

CRAUGHWELL
While I admire your pluck, I question
your bargaining skills. I can't
afford to simply pull the plug on
my project. I'd lose everything.
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SKYLER
We're prisoners! They could keep us
here forever if they want.

CRAUGHWELL
Everyone has their price. There
must be something else I can offer
them in return for our freedom.
Money, another piece of land,
trinkets or beads.

SKYLER
They don't use money.

TIANA
And they don't believe anyone can
own the aina. 

CRAUGHWELL
I have a slew of real estate lawyers
who say otherwise.

CINDY
It was their home first though.

BUTCH
They did pull you out of that wreck.

CRAUGHWELL
Whose side are you on? Don't you
realize I have a fiduciary
responsibility to my investors?

CINDY
What's a fa-douche... whatever.

CRAUGHWELL
It's money talk. Nothing you or
they would understand. 

He glances around at the village. As his hangover lifts, he
begins to see the true wonder of it all.

CRAUGHWELL
Remarkable. Their dwellings are a
marvelous blend of engineering skills
and ingenuity. Utterly... amazing.

His face lights up like a child on Christmas morning.
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EXT./INT. COMMUNAL PYRAMID - DUSK

Manini greets them with a SOCK PUPPET on his hand. Other
menehune toddlers are playing with non-matching socks as well.

SKYLER
So that's what happens to our socks!

The kids enter first. Craughwell must duck to clear the low
doorway. Inside, he sees the menehune's treasure trove...

They walk over to a pile of ELECTRONIC TOYS, CELL PHONES, and
JEWELRY. Craughwell holds up pilfered towels and plush robes
that have his hotel logo on them.

CRAUGHWELL
It appears I owe refunds to guests
we billed for missing items.

(to Tiana and Butch)
I also owe you and your families my
humble apologies.

Manini picks up a GAME BOY, shakes it while mimicking electronic
sounds. He hands it to Skyler with imploring eyes. 

SKYLER
(presses ON button)

Sorry. The batteries are dead. 

Manini is perplexed. 

BUTCH
No more mana inside. All pau, eh?

Mohikia enters. Tafiti gestures the kids to sit in front.

Havika brings over the backpacks to the chief. Mohikia pulls
out the CAMERA, beckons Skyler to come forward.

SKYLER
It's a camera. You take pictures
with it. Let me show you...

Mohikia hands him the camera. Havika grips his spear tight.

SKYLER
Havika, chill. It won't hurt you.

He powers up the camera. In the viewer window, we see the PHOTO
of him with his mom and sister in front of the Christmas tree. 
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SKYLER
Picture... of my ohana.

Mohikia nods, points at Tafiti and Havika.

MOHIKIA
Ohana!

SKYLER
Want me to take a picture?

MOHIKIA
Take... pik-cha!

The chief waves Tafiti and Havika over.

SKYLER
Say, CHEESE!

MOHIKIA
Cheese?

FLASH! Havika instinctively shields his face. Mohikia teeters,
blinks rapidly as Tafiti steadies the old menehune.

Skyler shows them their picture on the display screen.

MOHIKIA
Ha! Pik-cha! Take pik-cha!

The chief excitedly waves over other family members to pose.
Bemused, Skyler turns to Craughwell. 

SKYLER
It's magic to them.

As he takes another photo of Mohikia's family, a light bulb
goes on in Craughwell's head.

CRAUGHWELL
Indeed, it is. 

(winks)
Show them your wizard skills.

SKYLER
Huh?

Craughwell hobbles over to Manini, speaks in a hush-hush tone.

CRAUGHWELL
Skyler is a kahuna with great powers.
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Manini appears as skeptical as Skyler was of the menehune's
existence earlier. Craughwell points at the camera.

CRAUGHWELL
Mohikia's mana is inside the camera.
But if you let us go, Skyler will
release Mohikia's mana!

The kids give him the stink eye. Craughwell is exasperated.

CRAUGHWELL
All right, I'll sweeten the offer.

(to Manini)
Tell Mohikia, the iwi kupuna will
be kapu. No dig aina. 

Manini conveys his message to the chief. Mohikia glances at
Skyler's camera, pats his chest. 

MOHIKIA
Mana... in camera?

Reluctant to take advantage of them, Skyler hesitates for a
moment. Then he holds up the camera.

SKYLER
Yes. Behold my magical powers!

He shows them a VIDEO CLIP of the chief walking forward, then
backwards. Mohikia whispers to Manini.

MANINI
How pik-cha... walk?

SKYLER
Sorry, but us wizards can't reveal
our secrets.

CRAUGHWELL
So Chief Mohikia, do we have a deal?

EXT. CRASH SITE, CANYON - DUSK

Outside the menehune's sheltered valley, the rain and wind
intensifies. The water surrounding the cockpit is knee-deep.

Accompanied by Israel and the search team, Ann wades into the
stream, yells --

ANN
Trent, I found them! 
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She checks the cockpit. 

ANN
He's gone. 

ISRAEL
You sure he couldn't walk?

ANN
I'm positive. There is no way he
could have gotten out by himself. 

She wipes rain off her face. Light and hope are fading fast.

ISRAEL
We have to go back, Ann.

ANN
I'll wait out the storm.

ISRAEL
If you get caught in a flash flood,
who's gonna take care of your kids? 

(softly)
My girl's out there too. None of us
wanna stop. But we gotta work with
Mother Nature, not fight her.

Ann sees exhausted volunteers huddled under a rock ledge.

ANN
You're right. I don't want to put
anyone else at risk.

(sobs)
It's my fault Mr. Craughwell is
lost too. I should never have left
him alone!

ISRAEL
I wouldn't worry about him. That
guy is a famous explorer!

Ann stops crying, lets out a short laugh.

INT. CEREMONIAL STRUCTURE - NIGHT

Craughwell and the kids sit cross-legged on tapa mats, while
menehune women prepare a luau.

SKYLER
Is that how you became rich? By
tricking people into doing things?
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CRAUGHWELL
Normally, I abhor deception. But
you have to admit, playing the magic
card gave us leverage.

TIANA
Are you really gonna protect the
burial site?

CRAUGHWELL
A gentleman always keeps his word.

BUTCH
Everybody talk stink about you, but
you're not such a bad guy.

CRAUGHWELL
Before you nominate me for sainthood,
you should note there is a downside.
No development means no construction
work or additional resort jobs.

Butch and Tiana glumly stare at the dirt floor.

CRAUGHWELL
However, I may be hiring people to
build and operate a living museum
of sorts. Think your folks would be
interested?

Butch and Tiana brighten as Manini enters with a group of
menehune boys who beat SHARKSKIN DRUMS.

MANINI
Ko'ihonua!

Right behind them are menehune girls with feathered GOURD
RATTLES. Mohikia enters last, flanked by Tafiti and Havika.

The diminutive chief raises his hands to silence the drums. As
he speaks, Tiana translates his words.

TIANA
He says we have to... become one of
them, I think.

Havika holds up a SHARP KNIFE. Craughwell blanches.

CRAUGHWELL
And what, pray tell, exactly do
these initiation rites entail?
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MOHIKIA
Hui koko... hana pono.

TIANA
Mix blood. Make things right.

Havika slits Mohikia's finger with the knife. BLOOD trickles
down the chief's finger as he approaches them.

SKYLER
They're making us blood brothers!

Skyler holds out his hand. Havika nicks his pinky with the
knife. The chief presses his finger against Skyler's cut. 

CRAUGHWELL
Actually, I once observed a similar
bonding practice in Borneo --

Havika grabs his hand and slits his finger. Craughwell smiles...
then faints at the sight of a little blood.

INT. HAUNANI'S HOUSE - NIGHT

Ann helps Haunani and Manu's wife carry out food to locals who
took part in the search. The mood is subdued but optimistic.

ISRAEL
Big mahalos to all my bruddahs and
sistahs. You da kine!

ANN
What's da kine?

MANU
Da kine can be anything you want it
to be. Like the pictures you take.
They da kine. You da kine too.

ANN
To be honest, I wasn't sure we'd
fit in here. My son says the local
kids don't like haoles. 

HAUNANI
Being a haole no big thing. It just
means stranger. Learn our ways, and
you'll become kama'aina. A child of
the land.

ANN
Even at my age?
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MANU
When your heart's in the right place,
it don't matter how old you are, or
where you come from.

Israel strums on a ukulele. For a big man, he has a surprisingly
gentle, sweet voice. Ann becomes misty-eyed.

MANU
What's a matter, Annie?

ANN
I just realized what makes Hawaii
so special. 

All around her, she sees faces of every color, shape and
ethnicity. A rainbow of people.

INT. CEREMONIAL STRUCTURE - NIGHT

The menehune girls dance and CHANT, while the boys tap out
rhythm on their drums. Craughwell is enthralled.

CRAUGHWELL
Until now, I had little appreciation
for native dance. 

TIANA
If you understood the words, you'd
appreciate it even more. They're
telling the story of their people.

(to Manini)
This hula is a lot like a chant I
learned at my halau.

Recognizing the word "halau," Manini swivels his hips and
gestures for her to perform.

TIANA
Okay. But only if my friends help
me out. 

Tiana and Cindy borrow feathered GOURD RATTLES from the girls.
The menehune boys offer Butch and Skyler their sharkskin drums.

As Tiana performs a graceful hula with the other kids following
her lead, Craughwell turns to Mohikia.

CRAUGHWELL
And to think I was about to replace
our Waikiki hula show with a Las
Vegas circus act.
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EXT. MENEHUNE VILLAGE - NIGHT

Rain pelts the plant-covered roofs and runs off into channels
cut into the lava rock. Wind lashes the palm and banyan trees.
Even the nene duck for cover from the fierce tropical storm.

INT. CHIEF MOHIKIA'S DWELLING - NIGHT

The old menehune peers out the door, shakes his head. Speaks
in Hawaiian to Craughwell and the kids.

TIANA
We can't leave until morning, he
says.

CRAUGHWELL
A wise decision. My leg could be
problematic, however.

(holds up crutches)
I can't walk down the mountain.

SKYLER
They'll figure something out.

EXT. "IO" MOUNTAIN - MORNING

Outside the hidden tunnel entrance, the menehune remove the
blindfolds from Craughwell and the kids. Mohikia points at
Skyler's camera.

CRAUGHWELL
Yes, Chief. We will release your
mana... Delete the evidence, Skyler. 

(sighs)
Had we less scruples, we could have
etched our names in the history
books with this sensational find. 

SKYLER
I don't care about being famous.

(turns on camera)
I just wish we didn't have to erase
everything. 

With Mohikia and the other kids looking on, he goes backward
in time, deleting the village photos first... 

Then the Mo'o shots, and first encounter with the menehune in
the lava tube. Each moment dissolved with a press of a button.
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MANINI
Pau?

SKYLER
All done. Except for the pictures
of my family. I want to keep those.

CRAUGHWELL
And well you should. They are
memories to be treasured. 

Havika and Tafiti drag over two hollowed-out LOG TRUNKS.

BUTCH
What are those for?

MANINI
Holua.

Butch and Tiana break into big smiles. 

CRAUGHWELL
Translation, please.

TIANA
It's a lava slide! You won't have
to walk down the mountain.

Tafiti squats beside a LAVA ROCK CHUTE that has been smoothed
out over hundreds of years. The slick black surface glistens. 

Craughwell hobbles over to the edge of the cliff. Run-off from
the rain pours down into the chute like a gutter. 

CRAUGHWELL
No-no-no. You are not getting me
into that bug-infested piece of...

EXT. HOLUA CHUTE - MOMENTS LATER

Camouflaged with mud, Craughwell is crammed into the front of
the log. The kids sit behind him, with Havika in back. 

SKYLER
I am stoked.

CRAUGHWELL
Your enthusiasm is not contagious,
sorry to say.

Tafiti, Manini and other menehune give the log a push.
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BUTCH
Hang on to your okole!

Down the chute they go, slowly at first. Overhanging branches
and vines brush against them as the sled gathers speed.

CRAUGHWELL
Where are the brakes on this thing?

Behind them, Manini hops into the front of the second log,
where Mohikia is seated with other menehune scouts.

SPLASH! The log sleds spray water as they bounce over bumps,
going faster and faster.

Like a flume ride, the chute suddenly goes up over a hump.
Then at the top, it drops almost straight down.

TIANA
Oh-my-gosh...

WHOOSH! The sled rips down the chute toward a boulder.

CRAUGHWELL
AAAAGGGGHHHH!

The kids SCREAM. Havika leans hard to the side, and they zip
past the boulder. 

CRAUGHWELL
WOO-HOO!

CINDY
(turns and points)

Look at Manini!

On the bow of the second sled, Manini strikes a surfing pose. 

SKYLER
Hang ten, menehune dude!

Tafiti yanks Manini back into the dug-out just as they dip
under an overhanging branch.

MANINI
Whoa! 

The sleds SPLASH into a shallow pool at the bottom of the chute.

TIANA
Hana hou!
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BUTCH
Yeah, one more time!

SKYLER
(to Craughwell)

Admit it, you had fun!

CRAUGHWELL
I confess, the rush of adrenaline
was quite exhilarating. But once is
enough for me. 

The sleds become dugout canoes as they drift down the swollen
stream. Overnight it has transformed into a raging river.

SKYLER
Uh-oh. It ain't over yet.

Ahead of them are RAPIDS. Jagged rocks poke out of the water.

The canoe BANGS against a protruding boulder. Havika uses his
paddle to steer around the rocks, while the petrified kids
hang on for dear life.

CRAUGHWELL
Not so much fun now, is it?

INT. ANN'S APARTMENT - MORNING

Ann listens to the radio while getting ready to leave.

NEWS REPORTER (V.O.)
A helicopter piloted by Trent
Craughwell, the multimillionaire
adventurer, crashed in a remote
canyon on Kauai yesterday...

She turns on the TV, switches to CNN as she sips coffee.

BRITISH REPORTER
Rescuers said it would have taken
superhuman strength to extricate
himself from the wreckage. His rags
to riches story is already the stuff
of legends. This latest twist will
only add to his mythical stature.

ANN
Sheesh, give me a break.

Her doorbell BUZZES.
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EXT. ANN'S APARTMENT - CONTINUOUS

A HORDE OF REPORTERS besiege her as she opens the door.

LOCAL REPORTER #1
Mrs. Thompson, what were Trent
Craughwell's last words to you?

ANN
It was something like, "Owww. I'm
in a lot of pain."

FOX NEWS REPORTER
Do you think Trent Craughwell will
be able to hunt down the abductors?

ANN
We're not certain there was any
abduction. And he had a broken leg,
so I don't see how he could --

CNN REPORTER
You're saying he's still searching
for your kids, on one leg?

LOCAL REPORTER #2
(into camera)

Details are sketchy, but we can
tell you that by all accounts, Trent
Craughwell is a true American hero...
er, correction. I'm being told he's
English.

INT./EXT. NEWS CHOPPER, CANYON RIVER - DAY

A HAWAIIAN CAMERAMAN leans out the side and shoots video of
the rising flood water below. He zooms in on --

TWO LOGS floating by, along with branches and other debris. 

PILOT
The clouds are gonna burst any
minute. You got enough footage? 

CAMERAMAN
We're good to go, bruddah.

(stops shooting)
Unbelievable. Craughwell cuts off
his own leg to escape drowning, and
he's still looking for those kids.
That guy is something!
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EXT. CANYON RIVER - SAME TIME

As the news chopper flies off, Craughwell and the kids lift
off sheets of BARK they were hiding under.

CRAUGHWELL
Oh, no... ow... ow! Foot cramp!

Behind him, the kids are getting restless and cranky.

CINDY
Are we almost there yet?

SKYLER
Butch, your knees are jabbing me in
the back!

TIANA
Pee-ewww. Did you just fut, Butch?

BUTCH
Wasn't me!

(fans the air)
I think it was Mr. Craughwell.

The kids laugh hysterically. 

CRAUGHWELL
Children, settle down. I'll have
you know, I did not break wind.

(looks at Butch)
Furthermore, he who smelled it,
must have dealt it. 

SKYLER
Good one, Mr. Craughwell!

CRAUGHWELL
It's a bon mot I recall from my
youth. 

Behind them, menehune in the second canoe point at Havika and
hold their noses. Manini pretends to keel over from the fumes.

TIANA
I have a hard time imagining you
ever being a kid like us.

BUTCH
He probably wore a suit and tie to
school, and carried a brief case!
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CRAUGHWELL
As a matter of fact, I did. I took
my studies very seriously.

TIANA
What'd you do for fun?

CRAUGHWELL
Fun wasn't one of my priorities. I
had a less than idyllic childhood.
Dear old dad was a lazy sod, who
couldn't hold a job. My mom did her
best to take care of me, but it was
hard. Especially around Christmas.

He gets a faraway look in his eyes.

CRAUGHWELL
I would tell her I didn't care about
getting useless toys like all the
other kids. But a mother knows what
her child feels... When I was about
your age, I promised I was going to
build her the biggest, grandest
house in London, and give it to her
as a Christmas gift.

SKYLER
Did you?

CRAUGHWELL
She said she didn't need a mansion
or fancy things. All she wanted was
to see me grow up to be a good
person, and show some class when
the chips were down.

(pauses)
I was sixteen when she passed away.

CINDY
Our dad died last year.

CRAUGHWELL
I'm so sorry. Losing a parent is a
very difficult thing. But I know
your father would be proud of the
way you both have carried on.

SKYLER
It isn't fair though. He was a good
person. He never hurt anyone or did
bad things.
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CRAUGHWELL
Life is not fair. It is filled with
cruel twists. And yet... there are
wonderful surprises as well. 

He smiles at the kids. 

CRAUGHWELL
We can't undo the past. But we can
try to make things right. What's
the word Mohikia used?

TIANA
Pono.

CRAUGHWELL
Yes, make things pono. I just hope
it's not too late.

EXT. CONSTRUCTION SITE - DAY

Search and rescue operations resume under dark skies. Manu,
Israel and Haunani stare at the ocean. Ann walks up to them.

ANN
Is something wrong?

HAUNANI
We have disturbed the mana of this
place.

A REDDISH BROWN STAIN is slowly spreading across the turquoise
water close to shore.

MANU
Craughwell made us bulldoze the
trees. Now there's nothing left to
hold back the run-off. 

ISRAEL
If this keeps up, the mud is gonna
kill the reef and the fish too.

Ann looks up at the billowing storm clouds. Hears STATIC from
a walkie-talkie as Officer Lani approaches them.

OFFICER LANI
Bad news. The National Weather
Service issued a flash flood warning.
We have to postpone the search.
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EXT. CANYON RIVER - DAY

The dugout canoes head straight towards a sheer cliff wall.

MANINI
Kulou!

CRAUGHWELL
Come again?

TIANA
DUCK!

They all bend down as the canoes barely slip under the low
hanging ceiling of an underwater cave.

EXT. UNDERWATER CAVE - CONTINUOUS

Reflected light from outside makes everything appear a deep
blue inside the cave. Ahead though, it's pitch black.

CRAUGHWELL
Um, anyone got a light per chance?

SKYLER
Yeah, I do...

Skyler pulls out his flashlight, switches it on. They enter a
narrow tunnel with barely enough room for them to sit up. 

CRAUGHWELL
I hope none of you children are
claustrophobic. Take deep breaths.

SKYLER
We're not scared.

BUTCH
Yeah, we already did lava tubes. 

CRAUGHWELL
Perhaps this is not a good time to
admit I once had a panic attack
while exploring a cave in Mexico. 

CINDY
It's okay, Mr. Craughwell. I was
afraid too at first. 
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CRAUGHWELL
A psychiatrist suggested I take up
spelunking to confront my fear of
being trapped in tight places. The
theory being that we overcome our
weakness by facing them head on. 

SKYLER
What happened?

CRAUGHWELL
I sued him for malpractice. The
experience scarred me for life.

BUTCH
I had to go see a shrink at school.

CRAUGHWELL
You have a phobia?

BUTCH
Anger management. The psychologist
says I beat up kids because my dad
gives me lickings when I mess up.

CRAUGHWELL
Corporal punishment is a poor form
of discipline. But it is no excuse
for your bad behavior.

BUTCH
My dad wasn't in the military. 

CRAUGHWELL
I meant physically hurting you.
Spanking, that sort of thing. 

BUTCH
But that's how his dad raised him. 

CRAUGHWELL
Still, one must take responsibility
for one's own actions. You can't go
around bullying people just
because... well, you just shouldn't. 

They drift along in silence for a moment.

TIANA
You have any kids of your own?
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CRAUGHWELL
No. As my ex-wife accurately noted
in her divorce papers, I have too
many control issues. Also, if the
saying, "like father, like son" is
true, I am genetically predisposed
to being a bad parent.

CINDY
You're not like your dad though.
You said he was a lazy slob.

CRAUGHWELL
Lazy sod, Cindy. Which is an unfair
portrayal of him. He was more of a
dreamer, than a doer. A reverse
role model, if you will. So in a
round-about way, I owe my success
to him.

He sees the LIGHT at the end of the tunnel.

CRAUGHWELL
Hallelujah! 

SKYLER
You didn't have a panic attack
either.

CRAUGHWELL
My psychiatrist may have been right,
after all! I'll have to see if I
can have his license reinstated.

EXT. RIVER, FOREST - DAY

Under grey clouds, the dugout canoes emerge on the other side
of the mountain. Havika GRUNTS, signals them to stay low.

Beneath overhanging MANGROVES, the menehune quietly paddle
close to the river bank towards...

EXT. MENEHUNE FISH POND, RIVER BANK - CONTINUOUS

Craughwell and the kids peek out from underneath the sheets of
bark. The water is REDDISH-BROWN.

The menehune steer through a collapsed section of the pond
wall where rocks are missing. They hop out and drag the canoes
on to the muddy river bank.
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Mohikia squats and shapes the MUD into a hill with a stream of
rain water going down the middle. He waves Craughwell over.

CRAUGHWELL
Yes, Chief?

The old menehune takes a stone and blocks the little stream he
made, causing the water to back up and overflow. It creates a
miniature mud slide.

Mohikia points at the river. DEAD FISH float by.

CRAUGHWELL
I see. This was caused by us blocking
the stream... Chief, I shall endeavor
to undo the damage, wiki-wiki.

He extends his hand. Mohikia clasps it, looks up at him.

MOHIKIA
Make pono, eh?

Craughwell solemnly nods as the kids say goodbye to Manini.
Cindy points at her eyes, then at the little menehune.

CINDY
We'll we ever see you again?

Manini thinks. Grabs a stick and draws symbols in the mud.
Taps his chest.

MANINI
Manini... me!

Skyler and Craughwell instantly recognize these are the same
markings we saw at the construction site and in the lava tubes.

CRAUGHWELL
Figures. The little scamp is a
graffiti tagger.

The menehune's ears TWITCH. A second later, the kids hear the
sound of a CHOPPER approaching.

MOHIKIA
Holoholo!

Moving quickly, the menehune push the canoes back into the
river and paddle. Skyler and the kids wave, a bit wistful.

SKYLER
Aloha.
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A POLICE CHOPPER flies by, then circles back. Craughwell gathers
the kids around him. Stoops to get eye level with them.

CRAUGHWELL
You're going to be asked a lot of
questions. So let's get our stories
straight, shall we? 

KIDS IN UNISON
Yes, Mr. Craughwell.

CRAUGHWELL
Call me Uncle Trent. 

EXT. CONSTRUCTION SITE - MOMENTS LATER

Ann tearfully wraps her arms around Skyler and Cindy.

ANN
Don't you ever take off like that
again! Do you hear me?

SKYLER
I'm sorry, Mom. It was my fault.
Cindy just followed me.

ANN
You can explain later. We have to
get you to a doctor.

She touches the bruise on his head from the Mo'o thrashing.

SKYLER
I'm fine. Mr. Craughwell took good
care of us. 

ANN
He did?

Craughwell smiles at her as PARAMEDICS help him get off the
police chopper. Photographers and cameramen crowd around him.

CRAUGHWELL
I'd like to issue a statement.

Israel lifts Tiana up in his arms, walks with Haunani toward
the phalanx of reporters.

HAUNANI
Here he goes again. 
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CRAUGHWELL
During our ordeal, a group of, um...
locals, who wish to remain anonymous,
came to our rescue. They also alerted
me to problems my expansion plans
may have inadvertently caused.

(pauses)
I'm ordering all development work
to cease, effective immediately. 

He hobbles off on his bamboo crutches. The stunned Foreman
pushes aside reporters to get to him.

FOREMAN
Sir, you need medical treatment.
You aren't making any sense --

CRAUGHWELL
Redirect the construction crew to
fix this mess we... I created.

FOREMAN
How?

CRAUGHWELL
Unblock the stream. Build a retaining
wall if you must. 

(looks up at sky)
We have to move fast though. 

The Foreman leaves. Craughwell turns, sees Ann standing there.

ANN
Who were these anonymous rescuers?
And what did they do to you?

CRAUGHWELL
Why? Do I seem... different?

ANN
Yeah. You're being honest. It's a
little creepy.

CRAUGHWELL
As always, your candor is refreshing.
Some day, I'd like to share my
epiphany with you. At this moment,
however, we have work to do.

He pushes off on his crutches. 
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CRAUGHWELL
Manu, will you do me the honor of
leading my team?

MANU
You got it, Boss!

He jumps up on a BULLDOZER, revs up the engine. The Foreman
directs traffic as a dozen earth movers ROAR to life.

EXT. RIDGE, CONSTRUCTION SITE - CONTINUOUS

Skyler and the kids CHEER, along with other onlookers as Manu
drives past. Backhoes and more bulldozers go by, their treads
digging deep into the wet earth.

But as Manu goes up the hill, the massive machine sinks into
the muck. He puts it in reverse, attempts another angle. The
bulldozer bogs down again.

Likewise for all the other backhoes and bulldozers, which are
stuck in the same quagmire. Rain begins to fall. MUD oozes
down the hillside. It looks hopeless.

CRAUGHWELL
So much for good intentions. 

(totally dejected)
We're sunk.

SKYLER (O.S.)
No we're not.

Craughwell pivots on his crutches. Skyler, Tiana, Butch and
Cindy walk up to him, each holding a large rock.

SKYLER
The menehune built walls by lining
up and passing rocks hand-to-hand
from the lava field, a mile away.
We don't need machines if we all
work together like they did.

CRAUGHWELL
Skyler, that's a wonderful, albeit
fanciful idea. But it would require
at least a thousand people to pull
it off. On such short notice, that
would be an impossible task.

TIANA
It only took the menehune one night
to build the fishpond.
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CINDY
We can do it.

BUTCH
Brah, we gotta keep our promise.

Bolstered by their pep talk, Craughwell grits his teeth and
hobbles toward a group of reporters.

CRAUGHWELL
I have an urgent appeal to make.

INT. HOTEL BAR & LOUNGE - SAME TIME

TOURISTS sip tropical drinks as they watch him on TV.

CRAUGHWELL (V.O.)
Due to my negligence, a mudslide
threatens to destroy the coral reef.
It will kill sea life and ruin this
once pristine coast -- unless we
can build a wall to stop the sediment
from reaching the ocean. Our attempts
to use modern technology have failed.

BARTENDERS and WAITRESSES gather around, listen intently.

EXT./INT. TOUR BUS, MALL PARKING LOT - SAME TIME

A DRIVER on break turns up the radio.

CRAUGHWELL (V.O.)
The only hope we have to prevent
this catastrophe, is you. We need
to create a mile-long chain of people
to transport rocks from the old
lava field to the work site. Just
as the menehune of legend did...

EXT. DEVELOPMENT SITE - MOMENTS LATER

Skyler hands Craughwell a rock. He tries to hold it and push
off on his crutches. The rock falls to the ground. 

ANN
(picks up rock)

Need a hand?

CRAUGHWELL
Two thousand, to be precise.
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Haunani pokes Israel in the side.

HAUNANI
Give me da kine phone.

(to Manu)
Hey Manu, watch me spring into
action!

The old woman hits the speed dial on her son's cell phone.

HAUNANI
Howzit, Nalani. Get all your aunties,
uncles, and cousins to the old lava
field. And tell 'em to put the word
out on the coconut wireless, eh? 

As Craughwell and Ann slowly make their way through the mud,
they hear a groundswell of voices in b.g., all making similar
calls and pleas.

EXT. LAVA FIELD - DAY

Despite the drizzle, they come on bikes, in cars, on foot.
Workers and fired employees we recognize from earlier. Hotel
staff from the lounge, along with the tourists at the bar.

The tour bus parks and the driver lets out a group of JAPANESE
VISITORS, who eagerly pitch in. 

More vans and buses unload a secret weapon: kid power. They
start out in teams separated by football jerseys and t-shirts
displaying their school colors and nicknames.

But as they pass the rocks hand-to-hand, the different "tribes"
merge together. From above, the long line looks like a colorful
ribbon spreading across the black lava field.

EXT. BOTTOM OF RIDGE, CONSTRUCTION SITE - DAY

Old wrinkled hands pass a BLACK ROCK to young hands, and so
on, until it reaches Ann and the kids.

Kneeling on the muddy ground, Craughwell takes the rock from
Skyler and carefully fits it in between other rocks.

MANU
Right on! You learning fast, Boss.
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CRAUGHWELL
The rocks seem to just fall into
place. As if they are telling me
what to do, and not vice versa.

HAUNANI
He finally gettin' it!

But the RAIN is falling harder.

EXT. BLOCKED STREAM, RIDGE - DAY

On the ridge, a half-mile away, overflowing water spreads out
over the graded hillside. Pockets of saturated earth crumble. 

With no trees or vegetation left to slow the erosion, ROCKS
and BOULDERS begin to tumble down what's left of the ridge.

EXT. BOTTOM OF RIDGE, CONSTRUCTION SITE - DAY

Covered with dirt and grime, Ann pauses to catch her breath.
And then her breath is taken away by what she sees...

The rock wall is only three feet high, but it extends the length
of a football field and is four feet wide at the base.

ANN
I can't believe we did it.

SKYLER
Nothing's gonna get through that.

Duke suddenly runs towards them, BARKING at the hill. A strange
rumbling noise swells up, growing louder and louder.

ANN
EVERYBODY GET BACK!

She grabs Skyler and Cindy by their arms as --

A FLASH FLOOD

Surges over the ridge top, and flows down the hill like a muddy
waterfall.

It's chaos down below. In the scramble to get away from the
wall, Craughwell's crutch gets stuck in the rocks, and breaks.

Ann looks back at him, stops.
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CRAUGHWELL
Keep going! Don't let Skyler and
Cindy out of your sight!

He braces himself on the one remaining crutch.

A TORRENT OF REDDISH-BROWN WATER 

rushes toward him, churning up rocks and bushes on the way
down. He faces it like a captain going down with his ship.

And then it happens. The Christmas miracle...

As the crest of the flood hits the wall, the water's energy is
absorbed by the rocks and dissipated by thousands of tiny
crevices that allow the water to seep through.

Mud, smaller stones and vegetation then fill in the cracks,
and plug the wall to hold back the sediment.

A trickle of water covers Craughwell's feet. CHEERS go up from
hundreds of volunteers as Ann walks toward him.

ANN
I gotta say, the way you stood there,
you looked very brave. Heroic even.

CRAUGHWELL
Well, I do have an image I have to
live up to.

The kids run up to them.

CINDY
Uncle Trent, we were worried about
you!

Ann stares at him -- Uncle Trent?! He pats Cindy's head.

CRAUGHWELL
Dare I say it... I've become fond
of the little tikes. They weren't
half as obnoxious as I expected
them to be!

INT. BALLROOM, HOTEL - CHRISTMAS DAY

A full-scale luau with authentic Hawaiian food and music. Except
the guests aren't tourists -- they're locals and employees.

Wearing an aloha shirt, Craughwell welcomes back the staff he
fired. His leg is in a cast that is covered with signatures.
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SANTA makes the rounds with a pair of twin elves and a sleepy
mutt in Rudolph drag. 

MANU
A-LO-HA! Mele Kalikimaka!

Although the hotel has provided a lavish buffet, Haunani and
Tiana arrive with dishes of their own.

CRAUGHWELL
I'm delighted you came, but you
didn't have to cook anything.

HAUNANI
In Hawaii, you always bring kau-kau
to share with others. Cannot just
show up empty-handed!

CRAUGHWELL
So I gather...

He looks at a table covered with potluck dishes reflecting all
the different cultures in the islands. Butch is busy sampling
every one of them.

TIANA
Skyler and Cindy are here!

As Tiana leaves to greet them at the door, Craughwell gazes
across the room at Ann. 

HAUNANI
Go on. I'm too old for you. 

CRAUGHWELL
You think Ann likes me?

HAUNANI
(shrugs)

She could do worse.

He pushes off on his crutches. Skyler and Cindy run up to him
with small gift-wrapped packages.

SKYLER
We got you something!

CRAUGHWELL
Really? I'm touched.

Ann walks over with a bowl of pasta salad. She has a plumeria
blossom in her hair and seems to glow. Craughwell is smitten.
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ANN
Open your presents.

He unwraps the packages. Inside are Christmas tree ornaments
made from sea shells that look like menehune elves.

CRAUGHWELL
Ah, the little people. 

ANN
You do have a Christmas tree, don't
you?

CRAUGHWELL
Um... no. I travel so much, I tend
not to make a fuss about holidays
and such. But I'll see to it that
these are hung in a prominent spot
on the hotel lobby tree.

SKYLER
That's not the same. You could hang
them on ours if you wanna come over. 

ANN
Skyler! Don't put him on the spot
like that.

CRAUGHWELL
I'd enjoy visiting. That is, if
it's all right with you.

The kids look up at Ann. She nods yes. A hint in her smile
that maybe they'll be more than just friends.

EXT. CONSTRUCTION SITE - DUSK

The heavy equipment is gone and the area has been restored to
its natural state, along with something else...

Rocks from the retaining wall have been used to reconstruct a
heiau. It is a terraced platform of stones, measuring a hundred
feet long and thirty feet high in the center.

Surrounding it are thatched huts, taro patches and a small
fishpond, which is fed by the stream that had been blocked.

The only thing missing to replicate the original village that
once stood on this very spot are the menehune themselves.

We hear CHANTING. Gathered in front of the sacred heiau are
the kids and adults from the luau.
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After Haunani finishes the blessing ceremony, she turns to the
assembled group and lifts her hands to the sky.

HAUNANI
Ike aku, ike mai... kokua aku, kokua
mai; pela iho la ka nohana ohana. 

(then in English)
Respect others, be respected. Help
others, be helped... that is how we
stay connected as a family.

Skyler touches Cindy's arm, points at --

The pueo watching them from its perch in a nearby tree. 

He holds her hand as the owl flies away.

INT. ANN'S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Craughwell hangs his ornaments next to the elf and N.Y. Giants
ornaments, with Cindy and Skyler standing beside him.

ANN
Smile!

FLASH! She gets a picture of them in front of the scraggly
tree, which seems to shine a little brighter.

But as she looks at the viewer and checks the photos stored in
the memory chip, the corners of her mouth turn downward.

Craughwell leans down, whispers to Skyler --

CRAUGHWELL
You deleted all the photos, right?

Skyler shakes his head yes. Thinks a second. Uh-oh.

SKYLER
All except...

Ann squints at the viewer.

ANN
Skyler, what's this?

She shows him the PHOTO. In front of the graffiti-covered
boulder is MANINI looking directly into the camera!

SKYLER
Uh... that's one of Butch's friends.
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ANN
He's awfully small. And it looks
like he's wearing a loin cloth.

She looks closer. Her jaw drops.

ANN
Is this what I think it is?

CRAUGHWELL
The prudent thing to do is pretend
you never saw it. Some things are
better left to the imagination.

(off kids)
Isn't that so?

Skyler and Cindy smile at him. Ann presses the delete button. 

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. BEACH NEAR RECONSTRUCTED HEIAU - NIGHT

Gentle waves lap the shoreline as Tafiti, Havika and little
Manini gather limu in the moonlight.

All is calm, all is bright as a frigate bird sails overhead
and returns to the ocean.

FADE OUT:

PAU


